PARENT PAYMENTS
                                                                     POLICY

Rationale:

·  The Education and Training Reform Act 2006 ensures the provision of free instruction in the standard curriculum program, and empowers school councils to charge for goods and services used in the course of instruction and to raise funds. As the quality and variety of educational programs offered by our school are enhanced by doing so, our School Council requests payment from parents for certain student materials and services charges, and for modest voluntary financial contributions.
Purpose:
· To provide high quality learning opportunities for all students, by supplementing limited government funds with approved financial contributions and payments from parents. To ensure that parent payment practices are consistent, transparent and ensure that all children have access to the standard curriculum.
Parent Payment Categories:
 School Council requests payments from parents, within the DET guidelines, for the following three categories: 
           Essential education items 

           These are items which parents are required to provide or pay the school to provide for their

           child.

           These items include:

· Student requisites required to be used by students.  Supplies are purchased in bulk for each child and are specific to their year level.  The school organises for bulk purchase of these items at the beginning of each year.

· Materials for learning and teaching where the student consumes or takes possession of the finalised articles.  This incorporates supplies and resources for all key learning areas, including specialist areas such as Art and LOTE.  These items are purchased at competitive rates by the school through bulk orders.
Activities

These are programs that are offered on a user-pays basis which parents may choose to access for their child/ren.

These items include:

· Extra-curricular programs or activities offered in addition to the standard curriculum program(eg instrumental music tuition)

· School –based performances, productions and events

· Materials and services offered in addition to the standard curriculum program (eg Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program)
· Camps/excursions/cultural events/swimming program/sporting events

Voluntary financial contributions

These are contributions which parents may be invited to donate to the school.

Schools may invite voluntary financial contributions for the following purposes:

· Contributions for a specific purpose identified by the school (eg equipment, materials or services) in addition to those funded through the School Resource Package.  This may include additional computers. 

· Buildings and Grounds development and maintenance

· General voluntary financial contributions or donations to the school.
Implementation:
The Principal is responsible for the implementation and administration of the WWPS Parent Payment Policy developed and approved by School Council. The payment arrangements are outlined in the annual fee schedule.
Families experiencing hardship  are welcome to discuss further family support options with the Principal or Business Manager.
This policy ensures that

· Parents/carers are advised of the Parent Payment schedule at least six weeks before payment is required.
· The payment schedule will be a Summary of Charges form which will include itemised details relating to all payments, essential payment dates, options to make payments by instalments and definitions of the category of any payments.
· The status and details of any payments by parents/carers are strictly confidential.
· Parents/carers are informed of alternative payment options and invited to contact the Principal or delegate if they wish to discuss these options.
· All requests for payment are fair and reasonable.
· In the event of non-payment for a user pay item a student shall not be permitted to access this activity or resource without prior approval of the Principal.  The student shall be provided with an alternative option for the duration of school hours covered by the activity if the non-payment of same results in the student being excluded.
· Invoices for unpaid essential educational items or activities will not be sent more than once a term.  Statements are available to families at all times and can be accessed by making a request of the Business Manager at the office.
· Only the initial invitation for voluntary financial contributions and one reminder notice is sent to all parents/guardians.
· Parents who make a voluntary contribution will receive letters of appreciation.
· The Parent Payment policy complies with the requirements of DET.
· All staff are aware of this policy and adhere to it.
             Evaluation:

· School Council will review the level and purpose of parent payments and voluntary contributions   annually, and in doing so will be consistent with any advice or instruction received from the Department of Education and Training.

                     This policy was last ratified by School Council in....     
                       November 2018
By DET regulations this policy needs to be tabled annually
References:   S381-2007:  Parent Payments and Voluntary Financial Contributions in Victorian Government Schools
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