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 Be Safe Be Respectful Be A Learner 

  Enrolments are Welcome for all Year levels, including Kinder for 2019. 

Please come and collect an enrolment form. 

Link Letter 7th February 2019 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Warm Welcome Back Everyone 

Welcome back after what was a very 
long, hot Summer break. Special wel-
come to all our new families joining us 
in the Kindergarten, Foundation or 
from other places both near and far! 
We are very privileged to be able to 
partner with you in educating your 
child / children at this exciting stage of 
their development. I am thrilled at 
how well all our new students have 
settled in nicely – as safe and re-
spectful learners. 

It has been a relief to have some 
slightly cooler weather for the start of 
the school year. Our students have 
been excited to be back and learning 
with their friends. Everyone has had a 
really smooth start and I have been so 
proud of the way our students have 
immediately settled into the school 
routines. The tone across the school is 
one of calmness and I congratulate our 
staff for the wonderful job they have 
done ( mostly during the holiday 
break )  to have things ready for their 
new class of learners.  

2019 is a big year for our Centre. We 
have the 10th year celebration of our 
highly acclaimed Stephanie Alexander 
Kitchen Garden program which we will 
be celebrating in May. We also have 
our School Review later in the year, as 
part of the 4 year cycle of reviews 
schools undertake. Already, we have 
kicked the year off with swimming 
lessons for our older classes, as well as 
a deep water safety experience on the 

Murray River that some of our stu-
dents attended on Tuesday. We have 
so much planned ahead to support 
your children having an excellent year 
of learning. 

Wander Through West 

Please keep Tuesday 19th February 
free so that you can join us between 
4pm – 6pm and Wander Through 
West , check out your child’s class-
room and meet up with our staff. 
More information will be forwarded a 
little closer to the date. We would love 
to see a huge turnout and get to meet 
you all. 

School Assemblies 

We hold a whole school assembly eve-
ry second week in our Gym from 9.10 
– 9.40. The first Assembly will be next 
Monday and I invite everyone to 
attend if you are available. Our stu-
dents and staff enjoy having families 
and the wider community joining 
them, especially when it is their turn 
to perform. Each class has one turn 
per year at this, and I am pleased to 
advise that Miss Chick’s year 4 class 
will be the first next Monday. 

 

Reading 

This year our school is having a HUGE 
focus on Reading, as part of our Annu-
al Implementation Plan. Our teachers 
will be co-creating learning goals and 
set targets with every student to make 
growth with their reading. As parents, 
you have a vital role to help your 
child / children reach their reading 
goals. We cannot do it all alone and 

need your assistance. For students to 
be successful,  we expect all students 
to read at home every week night and 
have their Reading Log signed by a 
parent. Students are expected to have 
a Library book which they can take 
home and return to school on a daily 
basis ( older classes are allowed to 
have 2  library books  ). Our Resource 
Centre is open before and after school 
for returns and borrowing, and all clas-
ses have a regular time they visit the 
Resource Centre with their teacher 
each week.  Junior classes will also 
have a take home book ( levelled 
Reader ) which is matched to their 
individual reading ability. Foundation 
students will get there levelled books 
to take home at the beginning of term 
2. Reading involves two aspects: being 
able to ‘speak’ the text in front of 
them, and the second aspect is to 
comprehend or understand what they 
have read. Students who have been 
exposed to  a wide variety of language 
( words ) and out of school experienc-
es find it easier to make sense of their 
reading if they have had the oppor-
tunity to make connections.Therefore, 
students in the younger years will be 
mainly learning the mechanics of 
Reading ( looking at the initial letter of 
words, reading on, working out what 
word would make sense, learning  to 
recognise commonly  used words like 
‘their, because, said,’ that are impossi-
ble to sound out, finding smaller words 
within words and recognising word 
endings such as ‘ing, ed, es ‘ as well as 
using the pictures to guide them for 
clues.  

Principal’s report 



8th February   Assembly 9:10 Ms 

Chick’s class  

8th February   SAKG Payments due 

12 February  Swimming  

 15th  February   Acceptable Use 

Agreements due  

19th February  Wander through 

West 4-6pm  

19th February  Final Swimming session 

for years 3-6 

Important Dates 
Once students have mastered the basic 
mechanics of reading the focus moves 
to comprehension- the understanding 
of what they are reading, making infer-
ences, reading between the lines and 
thinking much more deeply about the 
text. This is where they need  to draw 
upon their schema ( personal experi-
ences and understandings of the world 
we live in). There is so much to know 
and understand about Reading. But one 
thing is for sure, the more you practise, 
the better you become and once a child 
experiences the love of ‘reading for 
pleasure’ they usually excel!  Please 
make Reading at home a fun time and 
prioritise the time. 

Each assembly we will be allocating a 
reading ‘Trophy’ to the class with the 
highest percentage of people who have 
done their home reading and had a 
parent / carer sign it off. Let’s see who 
can be the first class to win this award!  

Regards, 

Jocelyn Owen 

Principal  

 

Please remember that the 

school carpark is for staff 

and authorised vehicles 

only. This is not a drop off/ 

pick up zone. 



 
Australia Day Awards  
 
This year at the local Australia Day ceremony in Les stone Park two former students were 
spotted.. Tristan and Nathaniel Hedditch are two former students who , along with their father, 
very active members of the local Scout Group which meets at the hall below our school in Law-
rence st.  The scout group won the Community organisation of the year award and Tristan at age 
20 has completed The prestigious Queen’s Scout award.  Tristan is working in Outdoor Education 
both locally and in Queensland.  His brother, Nat who is also active in scouting is in year 10.  It 
was great to meet up and hear the achievements of these former Wodonga West students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indonesian language studies 
 
This year our Indonesian teacher has an assistant from Indonesia assisting her each Wednesday 
when she has classes at West.  Brill is very excited to be in Australia and to be assisting at our 
school and also the Middle Years college.  He is pictured here assisting in a class where students 
are trying on the uniform that Indonesian students wear to school. Please make him feel wel-
come if you see him around. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Assistant Principal’s Report 



Foundation students and buddies 
 
Our Foundation students have quickly settled into school and we thank parents for having them 
so well presented for school and for following our pick up and drop off routines.  They are daily 
growing in confidence.  Our fabulous buddies from last year have shared lunch and recess breaks 
with them and assisted them in the playground.  Next week we will ease off this support as stu-
dents are connecting with their own peers.  
Thank you also to parents for completing and returning the School nurse forms.  Both this screen-
ing and speech screening has commenced this week. 
A reminder that Foundation students do not attend school on Wednesdays throughout February 
We invite parents to attend our first assembly in the gym next Monday 11th at 9:10. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kinder at WWCC  
 
This Tuesday and Thursday were the first full days for our kinder and there were some very excit-
ed students attending, many of whom didn’t want to leave at the end of the session. Along with 
our teacher Ms Kylie Whitsed we have a new team of educators: Suzannah Jacob and Jess Hale, 
who are both excited to be part of our team As it is very busy at pick up and drop off time in the 
kinder foyer we request parents DO NOT bring in their Wodonga West siblings.  Safety first is very 
important to ensure no young students slip out the door because of the large number of people 
going in and out through the doors at these times of the day. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
    Jess Hale      Suzanna Jacob  



 

‘Open Water Experience at Norieul Park’ 

Believe it or not, after a long stretch of such hot weather of 40 degrees plus, it actually rained for our re-
cent ‘Open Water’ experience in the Murray River this week. With continuous thunder and lightning we 
were very disappointed to learn that we weren’t able to get in the river. 

However, sheltering under a tree, our MYOS students learnt about the dangers of our aquatic environ-
ment, safe actions if someone is in trouble and how to safely enjoy our rivers, lakes and beaches. We pre-
tended to float down the river on boogie boards, and learnt several manoeuvres, whilst wearing PFD’s to 
help others in a rescue situation. 

Congratulations to all students on their patient behaviour. Many thanks to Lisa De Ruiter and Sue Pursche 
for helping on the day and to Amanda, Tom, Chandra and Pet for sharing the afternoon with us. Despite 
the disappointment, we still had a great time.  

Susan Macdonald 

P.E. & Sport Co-ordinator 

Sports news  



 

Wellbeing 

 

I look forward to catching up with returning students and getting to know new students. As the 

Student Wellbeing Officer my door is always open for students and parents. Please feel free to 

drop in and introduce yourself or let me know if you have a concern or require further infor-

mation on any issue regarding your child.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Studio West 

 

Applications are now being taken by year 5 and 6 students who would like to participate in the 

Studio West program for the first half of the year. This involves going to WSSC and learning about 

hair and beauty techniques. Students will learn how to give hand massages and about straighten-

ing and curling hair among other things. This is a fantastic opportunity for students and past par-

ticipants have said how much fun they had being involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canteen 

 

Canteen will run the same as last year, on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday at lunch time for 

snacks. A slushy or shaky shake cost $2 everything else is less than this price. We have wonderful 

year 6 canteen helpers working in the canteen and I commend students who already are showing 

fantastic manners when lining up and waiting their turn.  

Student Wellbeing Report 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjy6Iz9x6XgAhXLtY8KHZo_AGwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://elementsmassage.com/blog/flu-season--give-your-immune-system-a-boost-with-hand-and-foot-massage&psig=AOvVaw3JiCXre


 

Do you have a health care card? 
If you have a Health Care Card you are able to bring this in and complete the paper work 

for the CSEF fund which is an amount of money that helps families cover the cost of some 

of the  user pay items on our Charges List. This includes, sports levy, swimming and cultur-

al events. 

 

 

 

Music Lessons 

Private music lessons on Thursdays for Guitar, Piano, and Keyboard. 

 Nicola Watts 0417 575 777 

Heather Wilson 0459 256 480  

 

 

 

Student Medical Ambulance Cover 

This is a reminder that The Department does not provide personal accident insurance am-

bulance cover for students. Parents/Guardians of students who do not have student acci-

dent insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment 

for injured students, including  the cost of ambulance attendance/transport and any other 

transport costs.  



WODONGA WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL 

CANTEEN MENU 2019 







Reminders 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen payments are due for 

term 1. Please make payments by  no later than Fri-

day 8th Feb.  

Compass  

Families are reminded to Log on to Compass where 
ALL communication will come through this year. If 
you are having any issues please see office staff.  

School banking will commence tomorrow (Friday 8th 

February).  

Parent payments for fees are now due for 2019 pay-

ment options include Cash, EFTPOS or BPay. If you 

need to set up a payment plan please contact the 

office.  


