
Lawrence Street  Wodonga, 3690   Phone: (02) 6024 1188   

Email: wodonga.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au    www.wodongawestps.vic.edu.au 

 Be Safe Be Respectful Be A Learner 

  Enrolments are Welcome for all Year levels, including Kinder for 2019. 

Link Letter 2nd May 2019 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

The month of May is a particularly 
busy month for us with lots on the 
calendar. The main things we are plan-
ning for are NAPLAN testing for year 3 
and 5 students, Education Week and 
tours of our school, as well as our 10th 
Anniversary of our Stephanie Alexan-
der Kitchen Garden program which we 
have been running all that time. All 
these things take considerable plan-
ning which is currently happening. We 
hope you will join us in our Education 
Week and SAKG Anniversary celebra-
tions. 

Education Week 

This year we will celebrate Education 
Week from Monday 20th May to Fri-
day 24th May. The theme this year is 
around future aspirations and careers, 
and provides schools with opportuni-
ties to showcase all the terrific things 
on offer. The Wodonga Federation of 
Government Schools have decided to 
hold a dress up day whereby students 
can dress up as their chosen career. I 
am hoping we will see lots of different 
occupations represented on the day, 
and we will hold a parade later in the 
day for parents, and grandparents or 
special friends to attend. I wonder 
what the most unusual or most popu-
lar career choice might be!  The date 
for this will be Wednesday 22nd May. 
More information will be coming as 
well as invitations for special friends or 
Grandparents to come along and join 
in the fun, as well as visit classrooms 
from 2.30 – 3.30pm on the day. There 

will be some prizes awarded for a vari-
ety of categories. 

During Education Week we will be in-
viting parents to come along and visit 
for a tour of our fabulous school. If you 
know families with a child ready to 
start school or Kindergarten in 2020, 
please inform them. 

Junior MasterChef  

On Thursday 23rd  May, our annual 
Junior Masterchef competition will be 
held, with representatives from all 3 of 
our MYOS classes competing for the 
top spot. This is  highly contested 
event that our students take very seri-
ously, with judges invited from outside 
the school to provide feedback and 
scoring of the dishes they prepare 
without adult help within a 90 minute 
timeslot ( no pressure!!! ) 

Home Reading 

Did you know that the best way to 
support your child to succeed at 
school and in life is to develop sound 
Reading skills? Reading underpins eve-
rything students do at school, even 
mathematics! Parents who allocate 
regular Reading times with their chil-
dren are helping to set them up for 
success. The more children read and 
have exposure to books ( not screens ) 
the quicker they develop their vocabu-
lary which supports their speech and 
Writing as well. Lots of exposure to 
new and interesting words found in a 
variety of books build a child’s ability 
to use those words in context when 
they speak or write. At Wodonga 
West, we have the expectation that 
EVERY family participates in Home 

Reading each night and signs their 
child’s reader folder ( or log book ) to 
demonstrate this. Unfortunately, we 
only  have a small percentage of fami-
lies who do that, and this does not 
assist the school to work in partner-
ship with all families to have those 
students Reading at expected level. 
Once students get behind expected 
level with their Reading, it is very diffi-
cult to catch up in the future, without 
a lot of extra supports. Poor readers 
generally find it difficult to function 
and to progress successfully in school 
and life. It is vital that parents / carers 
play their role in this important area of 
schooling and that home reading is a 
regular part of the evening routine. 
Once a student is able to read inde-
pendently – usually about year 3 or 4, 
it becomes a lifetime habit and pleas-
ure. 

Regards  

Jocelyn Owen  

 

Principal’s report 

  Yard focus this fortnight: Being where you should be  



Important Dates 

 

ANZAC DAY MARCH APRIL 25TH 

A huge thankyou to our school community who 
supported our Wodonga west Children’s Centre 
participation in the annual March last 
week.   We had a contingent of 55 children and 
then teachers and parents who walked with us 
as well.  WWCC was capably led by our School 
Captains Emily Dykstra and Anthony Berganin 
and Alexis Pierce assisted with the banner.  Our 
oversized flag was carried by a fabulous team of 
helpers. 

Leading our students were our three kinder 
staff with a small group of kinder students who 
participated in the March.  The Kinder students 
also made their own wreath which our school 
captains laid at the Cenotaph with the wreath 
from WWCC.  It was pleasing to see how re-
spectful our students were of the occasion dur-
ing the March. 

This year during the ceremony, Michelle Lewis a 
former Wodonga West Primary School student 
composed a poem which she read to the very 
large gathering.  It was a privilege to hear this     
poem from our former student. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAPLAN TESTING: 

Currently teachers are preparing students in 
year 3 and 5 for the NAPLAN tests.  These will 
be occurring on Tuesday May 14th (Language 
Conventions and Writing), Wednesday May 15th 
(Reading) and Thursday May 16th 
(Numeracy).  If parents would like to discuss 
anything about these tests or arrange for their 
child to be withdrawn from the process please 
contact me at school to discuss it.  To assist stu-
dents in being prepared for the test parents can 
ensure that they have a good night’s sleep and 
solid breakfast to support them during the 
testing sessions.  NAPLAN is just one small part 
of the assessment process that teachers use 
and although these tests will be done in May 
the results will not be available until Au-
gust.  Teachers use a variety of data to triangu-
late their data judgements and assessments 
which will be reported on the Semester one re-
port card. 

Sharon Mawby  

Assistant Principal and NAPLAN coordinator 

 

 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

9th May Rainbow Run 

10th May Cross Country 

14th, 15th & 
16th  May 

Naplan 

20th May Education Week 

23rd May Junior Masterchef 

22nd May Career dress up 
day 

 30th May  SAKG 10th Anni-
versary   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Thursday 9th of May at 2:30 we will have our 

Rainbow Run fundraising event. 

Students took the booklet with all the information to 

create their profile and we hope they already have lots 

of sponsors! 

Remember the more you raise the more choices of 

prices you have. 

Parents are welcome to participate in this event.  

All money raised will be used to buy resources for our 

reading program.  

Our school is  participating in the Woolworths Earn & 

Learn program. This initiative allows schools and Early 

Learning Centres around Australia the chance to earn 

amazing educational resources. You will get one sticker 

for every $10 spent. Stickers then need to be placed on-

to a Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet and placed 

into the school box located at the front office. The range 

is extensive and offers lots of items ideal for our stu-

dents – including resources for Maths, English, Science 

and some fantastic fun supplies for Arts & Craft, Sport 

and for our library. If you’d like to know more visit wool-

worths.com.au/earnandlearn.  



 

HOOPTIME BASKETBALL 

In past years, we have been fortunate to enter a school team in the McDonalds ‘Hoop Time’ Bas-
ketball competition. We have had consistent success in both the Rookie and ‘Future Stars’ level 
and are trying to enter a team again this year. If you are interested, please make sure you return 
your permission note to Mrs Macdonald by Monday 6th May, so we can make sure we have enough 
players for a team. Entries close on Tuesday 7th May. 

 

SPORTING SCHOOLS 

Fortunately we have been successful in attaining substantial funding from Sporting Schools again, 
so that Wodonga West students can participate in a Gymnastics and Tennis program this term, 
FREE of charge! 

Students in F/1H and F/1B will be doing the Launchpad Gym Fun program at Flyaway Gymnastics 
Centre and students from 3/4L and 4EC will be doing a four-week Hot Shots Tennis program run by 
Cameron Meagher from Margaret Court Tennis Academy. 

This is an excellent program and I am sure the students are very excited to be attending.  

 

CROSS COUNTRY 

Although we can’t complain about the rain, it is unfortunate it decided to arrive on our planned 
Cross Country day. As per the permission note, we will run with exactly the same arrangements, 
but on our Back Up day, next Friday 10th May. All students are reminded to wear good shoes, 
house coloured T shirts (if they wish) and bring drink bottles and asthma medication if needed. 

Sports News 

HELPING YOUR CHILD TO READ 

Reading together 

Reading together is a valuable thing to do. Reading increases your child’s vocabulary, expands your 
child’s understanding of the world, and gives them confidence when using language. Reading is also 
an important way to make the link between spoken words and written words. 

Here are some general tips: 

-Visit your local library to select and read books together, and attend story time sessions.  

-Encourage your child to select books, magazines, catalogues, or multimedia stories according to 
their interests. 

-Set aside time for reading every day. Reading before bedtime is a good habit to get into. 



HOUSES UPDATE 

After a close finish in House Tally points last term, Water were the winning house and enjoyed a 
Disco in the Gym, showing their great dance moves. Earth house came second and cooled off with 
Water play challenges, while Fire enjoyed Tabloid sports, involving Parachute, Frisbees and many 
other fun activities. 

For the next two weeks, teachers will be looking out for students who are  

‘Being where you should be’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Attendance 

If your child is absent from school you need to either notify the school or put the reason for 

this absence on Compass. If this is not done you will receive a text message at approximately 

10am requesting that you do this. If you know in advance that your child will be absent you 

can put it on Compass, notify the teacher or the front office or you can send a note in with 

your child.  

If none of the above has been done, your child will be asked for a note upon their return and 

they will continue to be followed up until an explanation is provided. This is a legal require-

ment from the Department of Education and Training in Victoria for all absences to be ex-

plained. EVERYDAY MATTERS.  

Sometimes it is unavoidable for students to arrive late or be picked up early. This should be 

the rare occasion not a regular thing. Unfortunately we are seeing an increasing number of 

students that are constantly late or constantly being picked up early. Arriving late means stu-

dents miss the daily announcements and instruction on what is happening for the day in the 

first session. Leaving early means students miss the daily summary, don’t get to finish work 

and miss the opportunity to walk out with and farewell their friends.  

If we put this into ‘learning for living’ terms – how long would someone have a job if they 

were constantly late, left work early or took days off work without explanation? For children,  

attending school is their job and sets them up for healthy work ethics later in life.  

Minute to Win it 

This term students in Miss Chick’s and Mr Lord’s class have been given the opportunity to sign up 

to play some fun and challenging games under the Gunyah on Mondays. Our first round will start 

next Monday. It should be a lot of fun.  

 

Studio West 

Studio West will run Thursdays at lunch time in the child care building. Students will can get 

hand, face or back massages and foot soaks. The cost ranges from 20-50cents. The small cost co-

vers products used. This is well liked by students and I encourage you to give you child a little 

loose change to enjoy this experience.  

 

Pom Poms 

We will be offering Pom Pom making Fridays at lunch times during term 2. All students are wel-

come. If time permits students will be able to turn their pom poms in to all sorts of wonderful 

critters.  

Wellbeing Report 



Last terms ‘Challenge The Teacher Day’ was a grand success. 

The photographs say a thousand words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to everyone involved and thanks to all the teachers involved, you were great 

sports. We raised $246.40. Later in the term 2, we will be participating in a fundraiser for ‘Give 

Me 5 For Kids’ to raise much needed funds for the Children’s Ward at the Albury Base Hospital. 

More details will be available closer to the time, but start saving your lose change now for this 

very valuable and worthwhile cause. 

 SLC  Report  



 



Mrs Kenny and Mrs Hillas invite you to join them on an epic 

food journey around the world.  

Let your curiosity (and appetite) run wild while you learn 

how to make scrumptious delicacies from cultures across 

the globe.  



 

After a restful holiday and recent visit from the 

Easter Bunny, the children were excited to see 

an Easter play space in the kinder.  The children 

enjoyed sharing their Easter stories as well as 

acting out imaginative stories using the Easter 

props.  

 

Following up from the Sun Smiles visit from last 

term, the children have been practising to brush 

their teeth using large brushes and a hand held 

sponge.  The children were encouraged to paint 

the teeth stencil using a circular motion.  

        

With ANZAC Day last week, the children worked 

together to make a wreath that was laid at the 

Wodonga War Momorial  after the ANZAC Day 

march. Thanks to the children and families that 

joined us for the ANZAC Day march, your sup-

port is greatly appreciated. 

   

    

This week the kinder children have started a 

new Library  program to help increase their lan-

guage development.  The children will be walk-

ing down to the Wodonga West Children’s Cen-

tre resource centre (Library) every Tuesday 

morning.  The children will be participating in a 

Mother Goose song and rhyme session, fol-

lowed by a story time session.  The children will 

also have the opportunity to borrow a book 

from the library each week.   

Kinder News 



Reminders 

School Concert 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen payments are due for 

term 2. Please make payments by  no later than Fri-

day 3rd May.    

As the weather cools off please remember to clearly 

label jumpers and jackets to avoid them being lost.  

We are collecting clean empty small sized food cans 

for a project with the SAKG Program. So far we have 

managed to collect 230 only 20 to go!!   

Please bring along your cans to the front office.  


