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 Be Safe Be Respectful Be A Learner 

  Enrolments are Welcome for all Year levels, including Kinder for 2019. 

Link Letter  

  Yard focus this fortnight: being where you should be 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Well we are officially half way through the school year. I hope 
you all manage to get a little rest during the holidays, even if it is 
just a break from the regular school routines. Hopefully we will 
have many sunny days to take full advantage of. 

 
Student Led Conferences 

A huge thank you to all the families who attended Student Led 
Conferences last week. One of our classes had 100% attendance 
which is wonderful. We hope you felt that they were beneficial 
and an opportunity to clarify things from students reports, or just 
any queries in general. Our staff are encouraged to be honest 
and open with reporting to parents, and we certainly don’t ‘sugar-coat’ our comments unless warranted. 
We hope you value this honest approach so that you can support us and your child/ren to be their very 
best and to get the most from their education. Education is their ticket to success and sets them up to be 
successful, contributing members of society. Thank you, once again for your attendance. Unfortunately, 
40% of our families have not still opened or accessed their child’s report on Compass. Given the large 
amount of time teachers spend writing student reports, this figure is disappointing. Our data shows us 
that many of these same families did not access their reports from last year as well. If you want your 
child/ren to do well at school, then it is crucial that you show a genuine interest in their progress at 
school. On a more positive note, thank you to the 60% of families who did access reports before the Stu-
dent Led Conferences. We really appreciate your enthusiasm and connection with the school and for 
demonstrating to your child your interest in their education. 

  
Pupil Free Day 

A reminder that Friday 26th July is a pupil free day due to the Federation of Government School’s Confer-
ence. Theircare offers childcare on these days. 

 
Baby news—IT’S A BOY 

I am pleased to announce that Billy James De Koeyer has arrived safely (one month 
early by emergency caesar section). Congratulations is extended to the proud parents, 
and both Billy and Jess are doing well. We are hoping we will have a visit to the school 
soon, once they settle in. 
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Gemma Henwood 

On the topic of babies, Mrs Henwood will be finishing up at the end of this term in her F/1 classroom and 
beginning her Family Leave. We wish her all the best and await to hear her exciting news! Mrs Laura 
Dinsdale will become the new classroom teacher, beginning on the first day of term 3. 

 

Student Learning Awards 

At our last assembly, we presented Student Learning Awards. These are presented at the end of semester 
one and two. We had a large group of very proud parents/carers attend to watch and listen to the com-
ments made by our staff about each of the students. Our students listening at assembly were able to get 
lots of tips on ways they too could be chosen for one of these awards in the future. Congratulations to the 
following recipients of Student Learning Awards for this semester. Keep up the great work being role 
models for your peers: 

F/1B—Stanley Roberts 

F/1H—Benjamyn Pierce 

1/2G—Indi Hayes 

1/2P—Xanthe Buckley 

2/3S—Rhiana Evangelista 

3/4L—Juliette Matthias 

4EC—Sharnaea Hall-Bidois 

5/6C—Cassie Martinelli-Walsh 

5/6N—Belle Marcuzzi 

Science—Xavier Schmidt 

Arts—Nancy Pham 

P.E—Kyron Ward 

Indonesian—Willow Barber 

 

Welcome 

I would officially like to welcome Tabitha Triplett who is our new front office reception-
ist, replacing Jess De Koeyer who is on Family Leave. Tabitha has been in this role for a 
fortnight, and is already doing a fabulous job. She is highly skilled, efficient and a quick 
learner. Tabitha is getting to know all our students, staff and parents, so please make 
yourself known to Tabitha when you are in the school. Welcome, on behalf of every-
one. 

 

 

Regards, 

Jocelyn 

Principal’s report 



 

 

Hoop Time Basketball 

Congratulations to Jake, Blake, Sean Scott, Charlotte 
and Amber who participated in the Hoop time Bas-
ketball Round Robin last Tuesday at the Wodonga 
Leisure Centre. Everyone was keen and we were 
lucky to get enough players to make up a team. Un-
der the expert coaching of Chandra Boon and Aman-
da Guy, the Wodonga West Wallabies were jumping 
high! Winning 3 out of 4 games, they showed good 
teamwork, great sportsmanship and everyone 
scored a goal! We look forward to next year when 
we can build on this year’s experience. 

 
 

Regional Cross Country 

Last Wednesday, Belle Marcuzzi, competed in the Regional Cross Coun-
try at Winton. With a frosty start and big hills, Belle lined up with ap-
proximately 80 other runners and finished an amazing 4th place! Con-
gratulations to Belle, who has now qualified to compete in the State 
Cross Country final at Bundoora early next term. Although this is Belle’s 
fourth time at Regional level, it is the first time she has gone to State 
level. We wish her well and hope she enjoys the experience! 

 
 

 

Winter Sports Carnival 

The Winter Sports Carnival will be held on Friday 19th July for all MYOS students as a culmination to the 
Interschool sports program they have been participating in over the past weeks. Students from through-
out the region come together to participate in 6 different sports. As the permission note was included in 
the much earlier Interschool note, the following may assist you with venues and times. 
Venues: 
Netball-Kelly Park (Host-Victory P.S.) 
Volleyball-Kelly Park (Host-Wod South P.S.) 
Soccer-Kelly Park (Host-Wodonga West P.S.) 
Hockey-Wodonga Hockey Centre (Host-Wodonga P.S.) 
Times: 
Buses depart 9:10 am. Game playing times 10:00 am to 2:30 pm 
Cancellation: 

The carnival will only be postponed in extreme weather. This will be broad-
cast on STAR FM 104.9 and 106.7 between 7-7:30 on the day. The back-up day is Monday 22nd July.  
Dress: 

All students must wear their Wodonga West Sports uniform and the school’s team jumpers/shirts which 
they have been using for Interschool sport. Parents are very welcome to attend and support our teams.  

 
 

News from the PE Coordinator 



 

 

CSU Future Moves 

This Tuesday, 25th June, Year 6 students visited Charles Sturt University 
to learn about the different paths their careers can take. They participat-
ed in team building activities such as making a catapult and balloon pow-
ered car, as well as taking a visit around the campus and looking at spa-
tial science. Here are a few of the students reflection on the day! 
Jake Burkitt: 
CSU was a good opportunity to think about my future. I learnt a lot of 
different subjects like spatial science which is about maps and looking at 
were most students sleep at night. We did a few team building projects 
like building a catapult and making a car move using balloons. 
Katherine Diwa: 
Today we went to CSU to witness a day learning about the university. We went around the school and 
looked at the different buildings. We ate free, made a catapult and tried to make a car move by itself. At 
the end of the day we graduated and we enjoyed our day! 

The students had a great day and enjoyed learning about the university. 

Holiday Reading 

Over the holidays, it important to continue to encourage your child or children to 
read. Setting aside a small part of the day to read together will help develop their 
love of books and for them to see the value and importance of reading. To continue 
to assist them with reading here are some general tips: 
Foundation-Year2 
- Position yourself so your child can see the words and the pictures. 
- Run your finger across the page with each word to help your child identify and re-
member words and sounds. 
- Share wordless picture books to develop imagination, ideas and vocabulary by nam-
ing and describing things in pictures. 
Years 3-6 
It is recommended that you continue to read together in the later primary years, 
even if your child is reading independently. 
- Take your child to the local library often so they can choose, borrow and renew 
books. Taking your child to the library at the beginning of school holidays encourages 
weeks of independent reading.  
Reference: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/
teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/

LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf 

News from the Literacy Coordinator 

 
 
 
Just Brass Concert 

Just Brass will be holding their concert tonight from 5.30pm to 6.00pm at the Salvation 
Army Hall.  

 

News from the Music room 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf


 

 

Minute to Win it 

This term students in Miss Chicks and Mr Lord’s class have been given the 
opportunity to play some fun and challenging games under the Gunyah. 
Our champions with the most wins in the competitions completed is 
Sharnaea Hall-Bidois with 5 wins and Jood Harb and Ashish Basnet with 4 
wins. 

 

Studio West 

The Studio West studio has been running each Thursday this term in the 
child care building. Students have enjoyed hand, face or back massages 
and foot soaks. This has been run at no cost to students. A new group of 
students will be trained during term 3 and the studio will reopen at school 
for term 4.  

 

Houses 

As the term comes to an end it is time for house reward. This is a culmination of all links students have 
received for ‘Being Safe’, ‘Being Respectful’ and ‘Being a Learner’ in the yard as part of the schools positive 
rewards for following the school expectations. This term’s winner is Earth with 322 links, they will get a 
disco in the gym. Water is in second place on 299 they will get paper craft and playdoh in the art space 
and in third place is Fire who on 291 will have DVD and drawing in the library.  

 

 

 

 

Woolworths Earn and Learn 

Stickers are no longer being handed out at the supermarket and it is time to make sure 
that you bring them in to the school ASAP so that they will count towards our final tally. I 
hope you enjoyed being part of this program and there will be an update next term as to 

News from the Welfare Officer 

 

Kitchen and Garden News 

Winter is in full swing in the garden with frosty mornings and sunny days. 
The photo is of our first broccoli harvest for the season with lots more to 
come. 
Our menu this week is a delicious broccoli soup and bread roll. 
We are also popping our popping corn that we grew over summer and 
having that for dessert. 
This term we have cooked our way around the world going to Egypt, 
Greece, Turkey and Russia. We will find some more exciting places to visit next term. 
Have a lovely break 
Mrs Kenny 

News from the Kitchen and Garden 



 

 

The Responsible Pet Ownership Education Program visited kinder last week.  Sharon and her dog Milo de-
livered the Living Safely With Dogs Program.  This program focused on teaching children how to be safe 
around dogs.   The key messages from the program are NO OWNER, NO LEASH, NO TOUCH.  The children 
enjoyed the interactive session and most children were excited to be able to pat Milo at the end of the 
session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we started our transition program from Kinder to Primary school.  The kinder children going to 
school next year walked over to Miss Beasley’s Foundation class to spend time in the classroom with the 
foundation students.  At Wodonga West Children’s Centre we focus on providing a positive transition pro-
gram for our kinder children going into foundation.  Research suggests that children transition better into 
primary school when they are given the opportunity to develop relationships and spend time in the school 
environment.   The kinder children settled well into the foundation classroom and happily spent time 
getting to know the primary school students. 

 

 

 

News from the Kinder Room 





Victorian Attendance Legislation  
In Victoria, it is compulsory for children and young people 

aged 6–17 years to attend school. 

Parents are legally required to ensure their child (aged 6–
17 years) attends school every day and to provide an ex-
planation for their child's absence from school.  
 
Evidence shows that daily school attendance is important 
for young people to succeed in education and to ensure 
they don’t fall behind both socially and developmentally. 
Young people who regularly attend school and complete 
Year 12 or an equivalent qualification have better health 
and employment outcomes and enjoy higher incomes. 
 
The law provides a framework for school’s attendance, ex-
emptions and exceptions from attendance and parents’ ob-
ligations relating to ensuring attendance. The rules are not 
in place to punish students’ time away from school, which 
can be unavoidable. Instead, the laws are an effort to pro-
mote and improve student attendance across Victorian 
schools. 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR ENSURING THAT A CHILD AT-

TENDS SCHOOL 

School attendance is mandated under the Education Training 

and Reform Act 2006. It is the responsibility of parents, guardi-

ans or anyone who has parental responsibility for a child to en-

sure the child attends school on a regular basis. 

HOW ATTENDANCE IS RECORDED BY 

SCHOOLS 
Schools must record student attendance twice per day in 
primary schools and every period in secondary schools. 
 

‘POOR ATTENDANCE’ FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

THE LEGISLATION 
What is considered as “poor attendance” is determined on 
a case by case basis. However, under the legislation, if a 
student of compulsory school age is absent from school for 
five days within a school year and without a reasonable 
excuse, then further action can be taken, at the discretion 
of the principal. 
 

UNEXPLAINED OR UNAPPROVED ABSENCES 
A principal can approve or not approve any absence, based 
on the requirements of the Education and Training Reform 
Act 2006, an individual school policy or on a case-by-case 
basis.  
 
The Education and Training Reform Act 2006 provides 
some examples of what a reasonable excuse is for the pur-
poses of explaining a school absence and includes, 
amongst other considerations: 

Illnesses and accidents; 
Unforeseen and unexplained circumstances; 
If the absence was a result of complying with another 

law; 
The child is receiving distance education through a 

registered school; 
The child is undertaking approved education, training 

and/or employment;  
The child has been suspended or expelled; and 
The child is attending or observing a religious event or 

obligation. 
 

Unexplained Absence: 
 
A principal will record an absence as ‘unexplained’ if no 
explanation about the absence is given to the school by the 

parent or carer of the student. 
 
If you do not contact the school to provide an explanation 
on the day of the student absence, the school must attempt 
to contact the parent or legal guardian either by phone or in 
writing and seek an clarification within three days of the 
recorded absence. 
 
If no contact can be made with the parent or other carers of 
the child within 10 days, the absence will be recorded as an 
unexplained absence and a noted will be made in the 
child’s file. A parent or legal guardian can contact the prin-
cipal at any time after the recorded absence to provide an 
explanation. 
 

Unapproved Absence: 
 
In general, a principal may record an absence as 
‘unapproved’ when no reasonable explanation has been 
given for the student’s absence. If a reason is given for a 
student absence is not approved by the principal than the 
school will notify the parent or legal guardian in writing.  
 

ACTION THAT WILL BE TAKEN IF YOUR CHILD 

REACHES FIVE DAYS OF UNAPPROVED OR UN-

EXPLAINED ABSENCE 
If a child reaches five days of unapproved or unexplained 
absence in the preceding 12 months then the school and 
principal will work with the parent or legal guardian to im-
plement the appropriate support or intervention to assist the 
child and ensure they attend school every day and remain 
at school during school hours. If the support and interven-
tion do not improve your child’s attendance, the principal 
may decide to make a referral to the School Attendance 
Officer. This person is the Regional Director of the Depart-
ment’s Regional Office where you are located.  
 

WHEN A REFERRAL IS MADE TO THE SCHOOL 

ATTENDANCE OFFICER 
The School Attendance Officer will investigate the student 
absence records and may take one or all of the following 
steps depending on the circumstances. 

Issue a School Attendance Notice 
Issue an Official Warning 
Issue an Infringement Notice 

 
For more information on the School Attendance Officer, 

see: School Attendance Officers. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/studentmanagement/Pages/attendanceofficers.aspx




Reminders 

School Concert 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen payments are due for 

term 3. 

This must me paid by the end of week 2 for full  

participation. 

As the weather cools off please remember to clearly 

label jumpers and jackets to avoid them being lost.  


