
Link Letter 17 October 2019 

Lawrence Street  Wodonga, 3690   Phone: (02) 6024 1188   

Email: wodonga.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au    www.wodongawestps.vic.edu.au 

 Be Safe Be Respectful Be A Learner 

  Enrolments are Welcome for all Year levels, including Kinder for 2020. 

  Yard focus this fortnight:  wearing your hat 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

A warm welcome back to term 4, one of the busiest of all the terms every year as there is so much happening. 
Please make sure you regularly check any messages sent out on Compass, and to read the Linkletter so that you 
stay up to date with what’s going on and don’t miss anything. 

Well done to you all for having your child/ ren  bring their broad brimmed hats to school this term. Any students 
without their school hat must stay in the shaded areas around the school and this limits their play options and 
friendship groups for the day.  

We have had a large number of new families, from near and as far 
away as the UK and Vietnam, start with us this term. We particularly 
welcome you all as part of our school community. We are proud that 
you have chosen our school and we will work very hard to make sure 
you are happy and your children are learning to the very best of their 
ability. Please see me if there is ever any concern or issue and we will 
address it, as we know that families who work closely with the school 
as partners have the best results with their children. 

School Working Bee 

Each year we hold two School Working Bees- one in Spring 
and one in Autumn organised by our School Council. Our 
Spring working bee is this Saturday from 9am to 12 noon. We 
are asking for our parents / carers to please come along and 
give us a hand with weeding our many garden beds and clean-
ing up around our yard. This time of the year the weeds are a 
problem, and we like to have our school looking its best. Even 
if you can only spare an hour or two, we would love to have 
your assistance. Please bring some gardening tools and maybe 
a broom ( or blower ) for sweeping the paths and something 
to put the weeds into so they can be put into the bin. People 
who come along to help 
will be entered into a 
chance to win a $50 vouch-
er – this will be drawn at 
Monday’s assembly.  

Hope you are the lucky  
winner! 

 

Important Dates 

Principal’s report 

18th October Regional Athletics 

19th October Working Bee 9am-12am 

24th October PFF Icy Pole Day 

28th October—

1st November 

F-2/3 Swimming 

30th October Sink or Swim Program 

31st October—

1st November 

MYOS Melbourne Trip 

31st October Kinder Curriculum Day 



Wodonga Cup Public Holiday 

Just wanting to give families plenty of notice that Friday 29th November is a Public Holiday for Wodonga (in lieu of 
Melbourne Cup holiday). There is no school this day.  

School Review – Parent Focus Group 

As previously communicated, our School Review, which happens eve-
ry 4 years for all schools, is taking place during November. This is an 
exciting, rigorous process for schools and a time to celebrate their 
successes and reflect on the area/s of focus for the next 4 years ( as 
written into a new Strategic Plan). We now have the name of our ex-
ternal School Reviewer, Helen Ramsdale, and we have had Helen visit 
the school to plan the  4 days when she , and other people will be 
working within the school. Part of this work involves speaking with 
some of the students, visiting classrooms to observe teaching and 
learning, speaking with our school and Kindergarten staff, meeting 
with the school leaders, and of course speaking with parents / carers 
associated with our school.  

Therefore, I am inviting any of our parents / carers to come along and meet with the School Review Team ( Hel-
en Ramsdale and John Pryor ) on Tuesday 5th November from 9.10 – 9.40 am in our Resource Centre.  We will 
also send this invitation out on Compass.  

I would love to have you come along and share your perceptions of our school with them on this day. 

Wodonga Children’s Fair 

This is an annual event organised by Wodonga City Council, and is free for families to attend. 
It is on Sunday 27th October at the Wodonga Showgrounds. There are many attractions 
and  interesting stalls/ activities suitable to children of all ages, as well as food and drink 
stalls. We would encourage our families to attend and enjoy themselves. Some of our school 
and kindergarten staff will be working in the Federation of Government Schools Marquee, so 
come and say ‘Hello’! 

Home Reading 

I know that you are all aware that Reading is our BIG fo-
cus for 2019. We have been making some changes to our 
whole school Reading program and have introduced a 
stronger approach to Independent Reading. We have 
spent large sums of money on new fiction and non-fiction 
books for our Resource Centre , and also for building 
classroom libraries in all classes. These include a wide 
range of genres and levels to appeal to all students. We 
also have raised our expectations of our parents / carers 
to become regularly involved with reading at home with, 
and to, their children. We are keeping the data on stu-
dents who complete their home reading tasks each night 
and bring their books back the next day, as well as their 
signed Reading Logs. A huge thank you to those who are 

committed to this – you are modelling good reading habits to your child/ren and helping them become better, 
more confident readers. Keep up this important work, as Reading underpins all the other subject areas within the 
curriculum. 

 

Regards, 

Jocelyn 

Principals report 



Yesterday we had a team of about 30 students from the Indie School revisit  to see the pirate ship that they made 
as a class project established in the school grounds.  They were also able to hear feedback from Mr. Stagg’s class 
about how much they enjoy playing on it. One of the really great pieces of feedback came from Saniya Doolan who 
said, “I really like playing on it because it lets us use our imagination”. 

Mr. Stagg’s class also made a batch of muffins which our building team devoured after a complimentary lunch of 
Chicken, chips and salad to thank them for their time and commitment and effort to the project. 

Marissa Connors presented each of the participants with a Certificate of Appreciation. 

Here are some photos from the event. 

PIRATE SHIP AHOY! 

As students  from year 1/2 were alighting from bus after returning 
from bowling… 

  

They thanked the Bus Driver …Mike... “Thanks for taking us”… 

  

He said ….”You have a great bunch of kids at this school…and I see most”…. 

Feedback from the community 

Children are not allowed on 
school grounds unsupervised 

prior to 8:50am 

Morning drop off’s 



UPPER HUME ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

Congratulations to our students who participated in our Upper Hume Athletics 
Carnival at Alexander Park last Friday. 

It is a great effort to represent your school at such a high standard of competition 
and I’m sure everybody gained from the experience. 

Unfortunately, we had some injuries on the day but all students tried their best 
with excellent results. Scott Hodgetts came 1st in the Shotput and Shianne Weath-
erall came 2nd in Long Jump and will compete in the Regional Athletics in Albury 
this Friday 18th October. We wish both all the best and know they will be good 
ambassadors for Wodonga West. 

SPORTING SCHOOLS 

Fortunately we have been successful in attaining substantial funding from Sporting Schools, so students in Year 1/2 
can participate in a Ten Pin Bowling program this term, and students in MYOS will again be doing Sailing in week 9, 
both FREE of charge! 

Susan Macdonald 

P.E. Co-ordinator 

News from the PE Coordinator 

Walk to School Month 

The month of October is walk to school month. We encourage all students and 

families to be more active and try and walk/ride or scoot to school. There will 

be a tally kept in the classroom and everyone who does walk/ride or scoot to 

school will go in the draw to win some prizes. If you live too far away to walk 

to school you may wish to consider parking the car a couple of blocks away 

and walk with your younger children, or dropping your older children a couple 

of block aways from the school to walk (so long as it is safe to do so).  

 

Technology Safety 

With Technology all around us it is important to keep our children safe from 

exposure to adult content, online predators and harassment. I highly recom-

mend that you should be fully aware of what your children are doing online. 

Primary school students shouldn’t be accessing social media sites and online 

harassment issues can’t happen if children aren’t online.  

 

Below are some links for information about blockers that you may be interest-

ed in for your older children. 

 

For tips and advice to help your child have a safe and acceptable experience 

online, visit: 

https://esafety.gov.au 

News from the Wellbeing Officer 

https://esafety.gov.au


This term , as part of the compulsory Victorian Curriculum, our 

students will be working on the topics of Gender Identity and 

Positive Gender Relations. 

All classes will be learning about gender norms and stereotypes 

and their effect on gender opportunities, equity and the human 

right to be free and safe to exercise self-expression. Students will 

learn about how to build positive gender relationships based on 

acceptance of differences of gender and gender identity, in order 

to prevent gender based violence. 

It is important for you to know that our students will build on 

their understanding of gender vocabulary in an age appropriate 

manner. 

Younger students (F-2) vocabulary will focus on basic gender lan-

guage like male, female, and the appropriate names for private body parts. Whilst older students might discuss 

vocabulary, such as, gender, sex (3-4), heterosexual, lesbian, gay and 

gender identity. 

These units of work are very important, as we believe they will help 

young adults to be respectful to all people regardless of their gender, 

religious, cultural, or sexual preferences and to develop into young 

adults that will understand the importance of fairness and will say no 

to gender based abuse and violence. 

We hope you can support your child at home reinforcing positive gen-

der messages that embrace respect and equality. 

If you need more information about these topics, please discuss your questions or concerns with your home teach-

er. 

Respectful Relationships 



 
Welcome back to all out kinder children and their families for our final term of kin-
dergarten. I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce you to Marshall Wilhelm.  
Mr Wilhelm will be joining our kindergarten team for the remainder of the year. 
When you see him around, please say hi, and make him feel welcome. 
 
The children have been drawing pictures and writing their names in sand trays us-
ing their fingers. This helps strengthen hand muscles and finger dexterity. It also 
allows the children to practice writing and it enhances their language skills, and it’s 
fun too. 

For those of you who have children going to school next 
year, it is time to start thinking and talking to your child 
about the transition to primary school.  Transition 
Learning and Development Statements are currently 
being written and will be forwarded to the primary 
school your child will be attending.  I ask that you please 
return the child and family sections you have been given 
as soon as possible, so these statements can be com-

pleted.  If you would like more information about how you can help provide your child with a smooth transition to 
Primary school, please speak with either myself or someone from your child’s primary school.  

News from the Kinder Room 

 
A reminder to parents that our Uniform policy is on our web page.   We have also attached a copy to this 
Linkletter. We are noticing some  students are not complying with our uniform requirements. 

For example:  

 Skirts are NOT part of our summer uniform for girls– only shorts or skorts or dresses 

 Basketball shorts and netball skirts are NOT acceptable school uniform 

 Coloured nail polish and make up are NOT part of our uniform 

 Leggings are NOT part of our uniform 

 Necklaces , bracelets , rings and earrings (other than plain sleepers and studs) are NOT permitted 

 Extreme hair styles such as mohawks and bright coloured dyes are NOT permitted 

 Hair ties/bows need to be in school uniform colours 

 Shoes should be suitable for the active school activities (e.g. runners, sandals or school shoes) 

Uniform Policy 



WWPS UNIFORM/DRESS CODE 
                                                            POLICY 
 

 
Rationale: 

 A uniform dress code reinforces in students a pride in their own appearance, instils recognition of themselves as an 
integral part of the school community, and assists in developing pride in representing their school.  Issues of equali-
ty, health and safety, and expense are also factors that contribute to the establishment of the Dress Code. 

Aims: 

 To promote equality amongst all students. 

 To further develop a sense of pride in, and identification with our school. 

 To provide durable clothing that is cost effective and practical for our school environment. 

 To maintain and enhance the positive image of the school in the community. 

 Implementation: 

 After consultation with the school community and the Student Representative Council, School Council has devel-
oped a Dress Code that we believe provides choice for the students, allows for students to safely engage in the 
many varied school activities, and caters for the financial constraints of families. 

 The Dress Code applies during school hours, while travelling to and from school, and when students are on school 
excursions. 

 Prescribed summer and winter uniforms, which are required to be worn daily unless there is an “out of uniform 
fundraising day” when uniform is then optional. 

 Students not attending school in the appropriate uniform (including those who bring a note of explanation) will be 
provided with correct uniform to wear for the day (where possible) 

 Shoes should be sandals or runners or school shoes suitable for the sorts of activities a child does at school. 

 Stud earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, plus watches are the only acceptable jewellery. 

 Families who have items of jewellery of a religious or cultural nature need to be aware that these need to be worn 
under school uniform where possible and that the Principal is notified in writing of the need for these items to be 
worn at school to be considered for exemption. 

 Extreme hair colors (eg: green, pink or purple rinses) and/or extreme hairstyles (eg: spikes or mohawks) are not 
permitted. Hair longer than shoulder length is to be tied back.  Hair ties, head bands, scrunchies, hairclips and ban-
danas etc are expected to be in school colors only (yellow, green and maroon. 

 Nail polish, (other than clear), cosmetics and tattoos may not be worn at school. 

 The only headwear that is acceptable is a broad brimmed green Sunsmart hat, which is consistent with our 
Sunsmart policy.  They must be worn outside during term one and four.  Hats are not to be worn inside.  In terms 2 
and 3 a green beanie may be worn outside.  In cases of religious and cultural customs requiring other head-wear, 
appropriate items will be permitted after negotiation with the Principal. 

 Under teacher direction students are expected to wear protective clothing for activities where uniforms may be 
damaged (eg: visual arts and Stephanie Alexander Kitchen) 

 The WWPS uniform policy is available on the website and at the office and the uniform items detailed in the enrol-
ment handbook. Newsletter reminders about correct uniform will occur as needed.  

 School Council requires the Principal be responsible for implementation of the Dress Code in a manner consistent 
with the Student Engagement Policy. 

 Arrangements can be made to supply uniforms via the Principal who may contact State Schools Relief for families 
experiencing economic hardship. 

Evaluation: 

 This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three-year review cycle. 

This policy was ratified by School Council in  
February 2018 



Wodonga West Children’s Centre 

requires the assistance of the school community with a 

to be held at the school on  

Saturday 19th October from 9am to 12pm 

If you are handy with garden maintenance or have the 

right tools to assist please join us for a wonderful 

morning together. 









Join us for Hidden Cinema - an interactive theatre and film experience for the whole family. 

We won't tell you what film, and we won't tell you where it'll take place (yet!), but we will 
tell you to expect to be immersed into an imaginary world that will leap off the screen and 
come to life before your eyes! 

Returning for its third year on the Border, Hidden Cinema promises to delight and surprise 
the whole family 

 

Show Times 

Friday 25 October, 6pm 

Saturday 26 October, 11am & 6pm 

Sunday 27 October, 11am 

Friday 1 November, 6pm 

Saturday 2 November, 11am & 6pm 

Sunday 3 November, 4pm 

 

Running Time: Approx 3.5 hours including intermission 

 

Location: Shhhhh, it's a secret. All we can say is that the meeting place will be somewhere 
within 10km of Albury CBD. Our top secret location will be revealed to ticket holders via 
email closer to the date. 

 

Genre: A fantastical adventure 

 

Film Rating: PG (Parental Guidance advised) 

 

Ticket Prices: 
Adult $17 

Child or Student $12 

Family (2 adults, 2 children) $48 

Companion card accepted 

 

Welcome to the world of Hidden Cinema - in partnership with Albury City Council  



 

REMINDERS 

Students must wear a broad brimmed hat at school in 

Term 4. If you do not have a broad brimmed hat please 

see the office to purchase one for $10.00. 

All students will need to have their $25 

paid by the end of the first two weeks of 

Term 4 to participate in the popular Christ-

mas cooking session. Please note it is part 

of the term program and students who do 

not participate throughout the term will 

not have the option of just paying to do 

the Christmas cooking session. 

If you use Facebook please 

like and follow our page to 

receive our updates and 

reminders. 


