
Link Letter 28 November 2019 

Lawrence Street  Wodonga, 3690   Phone: (02) 6024 1188   

Email: wodonga.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au    www.wodongawestps.vic.edu.au 

 Be Safe Be Respectful Be A Learner 

  Enrolments are Welcome for all Year levels, including Kinder for 2020. 

  Yard focus this fortnight: including others 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Retirement of Sharon Mawby ( Assistant Principal ) 

I wish to advise our school community that Sharon Mawby has indicated to me that ‘Now is 
the time’ for her to retire from the Victorian Education Department after a very long and 
successful term of 38 years. Sharon and I have worked very closely for many years in the 
Leadership role at Wodonga West, and I am really going to miss her high level of loyalty and 
trust, along-side her tremendous energy and passion for her role. Sharon began her teaching 
career in Gippsland, before moving here and starting at Wodonga West P.S. 20 years ago as a 
classroom teacher. Within a short time Sharon was the Literacy Leader and from there 
moved into the Assistant Principal role. Sharon was also Acting Principal for 2 years whilst I 
was working in a Regional role. 

One of the strengths I admire about Sharon is her love of Literacy area and the work she has 
put into working with individual students particularly in the junior to get their Reading levels 
up to speed. Hundreds of students have really benefited from Sharon’s expertise helping them to become readers. Sharon 
has also been passionate about our Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden program which has developed over the past 10 
years to be a major part of our school’s program. This has involved lots of extra work and time being allocated on 
weekends to attend markets and stalls over the years 
to promote this and our school. Sharon has also played 
a major role in getting our Kindergarten up and 
running – this is an enormous commitment for the 
school and it has been successfully achieved because 
of Sharon’s tenacity. I have witnessed Sharon using her 
skill set to assist and advise hundreds and hundreds of 
students, parents and teachers during her career and I 
will miss her very much as my Assistant.  

On behalf of everyone within our school community, I 
am sure you will join me in wishing Sharon a very 
Happy Retirement filled with all the wonderful things 
she will now have more time to enjoy. Please ensure 
you personally thank Sharon and congratulate her on 
all her achievements and her Retirement if you get the 
chance, as I know that would mean the world to 
Sharon. Happy Retirement Sharon, and please leave 
knowing you have given 100% to the education of 
thousands of lucky students whom you have positively 
impacted. 

Important Dates 

Principal’s report 

25th Nov onwards  Dental Van Visit 

29th Nov Pupil Free Day—Wodonga Cup  

3rd Dec Foundation Transition (3)  

MYOS Sailing—56N 

6th Dec MYOS Sailing—56C 

Wonga Excursion for year 2, 3 & 4 

9th Dec to 13th Dec Headstart Program—Year 6 students 

to Wodonga Middle Years College 

10th Dec Foundation Transition (4) and Parent 

Meeting in Kitchen 

11th Dec School Council Meeting 

12th Dec PFF Raffle Tickets due back 



I am also now able to announce that we have appointed a new Assistant Principal to take over from 
Sharon at the beginning of 2020. Britt Hartley has been the successful applicant for this important role . 
Britt has been an Assistant Principal at Baranduda for the past 5 years, and is currently Acting Principal 
at Kiewa P.S. I am confident Britt will be very approachable and get to know our school community 
quickly. She will also be coming in to West for a handover so that she can confidently take over from 
where Sharon has left off. I would officially like to welcome Britt to our school community and look for-
ward to working with her in the Principal roles at our great school. Please see Britt’s photo below.   …
and yes, she does make me look old!!! 

School Dental Van 

Our school dental crew has been  visiting us this week to give free check
-ups,  fluoride varnish and other necessary dental care to our students 
within the Kinder and the School. Because this is a short week with 
Wodonga Cup Holiday on Friday, they will need to return during the fol-
lowing two weeks to complete seeing all students who have returned their permission forms. 
This is a terrific service for our school – and totally convenient for parents. There are no costs as-
sociated with this service.   

PlasticOceans 

I was lucky to be approached by PlasticOceans as one of 3 schools in Albury / Wodonga to work 
on a program ( which is student led )  to work with our students and school community 
to raise awareness about single use plastics and the impact this is having on our plan-
et. As a result, I have chosen a team of 7 students who will enthusiastically drive this 
and hopefully lead to far less single use plastics being used both at school and home. 
We are calling this group our ‘Plastics Police Squad’ ( which they love ). This group was 
provided with a ticket to see a movie last Friday night at the Albury Cinema that clearly 
showed the immense problem that plastics are causing to our oceans and marine and 
bird life in particular. 

Regards, 

Jocelyn Owen 

Principals Report 

THE PFF CLUB NEED YOUR 

DONATIONS! 
We are seeking your assistance to try and get 

more donations for your Christmas Raffle 

prizes. No matter how big or small—we 

appreciate them all! 
 

Thank you in advance! 



This year our SAKG program held a stall at the Sustainability Fair on the Causeway on 
Saturday December 16th.  We are pleased to announce that we raised $460 from the 
sale of our preserves and garden produce.  This was a great effort and a big thank you 
to Judy Kenny, Eva Chick, Gild Nicol, Sharon Mawby, Melissa Potter, Naomi Beasley, 
Denise Donehue  and Brad Stagg who gave freely of their time to support the stall.  Also 
thanks to Tessa and her mum Lisa De Ruiter, Scott Hodgetts, Charlotte Doyle, and  who 
also assisted on the stall.   Thanks too, the families who visited and bought some 
produce on the day. 

SAKG News 

 
House Points 

EARTH 

337 

WATER 

335 
FIRE 

329 

On Wednesday November 20th we had a visit from members of the 
Albury Probus Club.  They were capably looked after by our newest 
ambassadors of the school -our Plastic Ocean team.  Over an hour and 
a half these fabulous students escorted these adults through our SAKG 
garden, around a Kitchen class and then for a sneak preview of our 
Twilight Art Show displays plus a tour through our unique school 
buildings.  The Probus members were delighted with our children and 
the things that are on offer for them at WWCC and the opportunities 
they have to be learners in so many fields.  After the tour the members 
presented us with a quilt for use in our preschool, Plant vouchers for 
Peards nursery plus a cash donation and they also bought some of our 
preserves.  Our ambassadors gained valuable communication skills and 
were good role models. 

Albury Probus Visit 



We have welcomed our newest students to two Transition sessions so far with two to go. It is fantastic to see the seamless 

transition of our students who have progressed through our preschool and into school.  Kylie Whitsed and her fellow 

educators have done a first class job in getting these students to be school ready.  Our other new students were able to mix 

in with activities that were planned for these transition sessions.  The students have had an opportunity to be with both Ms 

Beasley and Ms Dinsdale as we observe and gain more transition information to make their class placement for 2020. 

A reminder to parents that at the final transition session on Tuesday December 10th we encourage parents to stay and 
come over to our Kitchen for an information session about school and what students will require when they start in 2020 

During the second transition our newest students worked in Ms Dinsdale’s space and created crowns from “Where the 
Wild Things are” which they decorated and wore proudly home. 

Transition News 



 

 

 

 

 

18th November, 2019 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

RE: COUNTRY SCHOOL BUS TRAVEL—2020 

Please be advised that families accessing the Country School Buses are required to have their children’s bus application 

completed and submitted to the Bus Co-ordinator prior to the end of Term 4, 2019. 

At this stage, only students travelling to and from school outside of the Wodonga township are eligible to utilise the Coun-

try School Bus Program. 

Students living within Wodonga can apply to use the town bus services directly through their school or Dysons Wodonga. 

If you would like to discuss Country School Bus travel further, please do not hesitate to contact myself at the College on 

(02) 6043 7500. 

Any town route service enquiries should be directed to Dyson Wodonga on (02) 6056 3100. 

Kind Regards, 

Jodi Morgan  

Bus Co-ordinator 

Country School Bus News 

Parents, Families and Friends  

Christmas Raffle 
$1 per ticket 

Drawn 17th December 

Prizes to be announced 

Tickets back by 12th December 



West’s Got Talent 

The Grand Final of West’s Got Talent will be held on Monday (28th of November). The three acts that are going into the 

Grand Finale are ‘Katy Pullin’, ‘Willow Barber’ and ‘Amelia Tanner and Mia Vanderwerf’. Family are welcome to attend, you 

just have to sign in and out at the front office. The winner will be decided by a ballet vote of those that attend.  All the per-

formers should be really proud of themselves for getting up and performing, they are all winners in my eyes.  

 

 

 

                     
                        Katy Pullin                             Willow Barber                   Amelia Tanner and Mia Vanderwerf 

 

Student Wellbeing Report 

Drop in your bread tags 

to support kinder’s 

bread tag  

recycling program 



Tackers- Discover Sailing Program 

Next Tuesday and Friday, MYOS students are fortunate to be participating in our Tackers-Discover Sailing program at the 

Albury Wodonga Yacht Club. 

On land, students will be taught the common terminology and techniques of sailing, then fitted with life jackets, head to 

the water to attempt to sail in pairs. 

It is important that students have a hat with a chinstrap, shoes that can stay on in the water and sun safe swimming 

clothing. Lunch, water bottle, sunscreen and a towel should also be packed as we are outdoors all day.  

Susan Macdonald 

PE & Sports Co-ordinator 

News from the P.E. Coordinator 

Wodonga Saints Football & Netball Club 

FAMILY FUN DAY 
Sunday 1st December 2019, 12.00pm to 2.00pm 

Whitebox Rise Football Oval, Mactier Avenue, Wodonga 

 

 
BBQ 

SANTA 

KIDS ACTIVITIES 

FACE PAINTING JUMPING CASTLE 

OUTDOOR GAMES 

At the 2019 Twilight Arts Festival we were lucky enough to meet Wingman. He is an 

amazing Galah and the best friend of one of our students Axel Marcuzzi. We were 

so amazed at their bond that we asked Axel to write something about Wingman to 

share with you all. 

‘Hi I’m Axel and I’m the owner of Wingman and I got him for 

a gift from my mum’s friend to look after and keep. When I’m 

bored I take Wingman for a bike ride every day and Wingman 

loves going for a bike ride so I took Wingman to the school to 

show all of my friends and show the teachers and it was a 

thing to do for wingman and I. We loved it.’ - Axel Marcuzzi 



2019 Twilight Art Show 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL STAFF 

AND FAMILIES WHO HELPED 

WITH OR ATTENDED THE 

TWILIGHT ART SHOW 

 

& 

 

AN EXTRA SPECIAL THANK YOU 

TO HOUSE OF RICHARD AND 

KIEWA TANGAMBALANGA LIONS 

CLUB FOR CATERING THE EVENT 



2019 Twilight Art Show 



We have created a construction site within the kinder for children to become involved in pretend play.  Pretend play allows 

the children to engage in social play alongside other children while creating an opportunity to extend their imagination and 

creativity.  The children have been building and fixing many houses and pieces of furniture.  The children have been 

enjoying the safety vest and it has been great to see them helping each other in times of need. The children have been 

dressing up and pretending to be different characters as they share language and communication while displaying a range 

of skills such as problem solving, resilience, self-help, and collaboration.  As this is a popular area of play the children are 

also provided with the opportunity to practise their waiting and turn taking skills. 

The children who are starting primary school next year have been 

preparing for their transition sessions.  Over the past few weeks the 

school buddies have been coming into the kinder to spend some time in 

the kinder environment with the children.  Having visits in the kinder 

space, allows the kinder children to feel more comfortable as they start 

to form relationships with their buddies.  The kinder children now look 

forward to their buddies visiting them and they enjoy interacting with 

them in their own space.    

Don’t forget to keep collecting your bread tags for the Bread Bag 

Closure Recycling Program.  

All classrooms have their own collection container and you will even 

find one in the front office.  

Please help the kinder children collect as many as we can before the 

end of the year. 

News from the Kinder Room 







 

REMINDERS 

Students must wear a broad brimmed hat at school in Term 

4. If you do not have a broad brimmed hat please see the 

office to purchase one for $10.00. 

All students will need to have their $25 paid by the 

end of the first two weeks of Term 4 to participate in 

the popular Christmas cooking session. Please note it 

is part of the term program and students who do not 

participate throughout the term will not have the 

option of just paying to do the Christmas cooking 

session. 

If you use Facebook please like 

and follow our page to receive 

our updates and reminders. 


