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       Dear Parents/Carers 

       Smile Squad 

       We are lucky enough to have Smile Squad visiting next week. This is the Victorian  

       Government's only school dental program, offering free end-to-end care from initial 

       examinations to all necessary treatment, excluding cosmetics. The Department of  

       Health and Human Services is working closely with the Department of Education and 

       Training and Dental Health Services Victoria to ensure Smile Squad can be delivered 

safely to primary, secondary and specialist government schools. Please remember to return permission notes to classroom teachers by 

Monday 15th March, spare notes are available at the office if needed.  

Casual Clothes Day 

Last day of term we are having a casual clothes day. This has been organised by our Student Leadership Council who have 

decided that the funds we raise will go towards new books for our resource centre. A $2 donation is required to come in 

casual clothes. Please support our SLC and we hope we can raise the money required to support their wishes. 

Parents, Families and Friends ( PFF ) 

This term we have one of our major fundraiser’s the Easter raffle happening. We are seeking any donations of Easter gifts 

that can be put towards this cause. Donations can be handed in at the office.  

 I sincerely thank all the PFF members for the effort they make across the year, and their passion for making our school the 

very best. This takes a lot of planning, organisation, communication and time. From the students especially, a huge THANK 

YOU to each and every one of you. You do an awesome job and we appreciate it. 

PFF annual general meeting will be on Monday 15th March after assembly, everyone welcome.  

Cultural Diversity Week  

This year our Cultural Diversity week is going to be celebrated  during the week of March 21-28. 

It is a week full of activities and events celebrating the diversity of our country. The focus this year will explore the notion 
of WHAT Cultural Diversity will look like in 2030. Stay tuned for upcoming activities. 

Kind Regards 

Jocelyn Owen  

Principal 



 

Important Dates 

15th March School Assembly  

PFF meeting  

24th March  School Council meeting + AGM  

1st April Last Day of term  

2:30pm dismissal  

1st April Casual Clothes Day $2 

  

Our next school assembly is on 

 

Monday 15th March  
 

       

Continued  

       



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POA Visit Upstream to Stop Plastics from Entering Oceans 
 

Did you know that over 5 trillion plastic particles are floating in the ocean right now? Goodbye single-use 
plastic!  

We’re starting our 12-month journey to get rid of plastics from our school grounds. On Friday 5 March, stu-
dents from our grades 4 - 6 along with students from the Wodonga Senior Secondary College’s grade 10 - 12 
were joined by     Plastic Oceans Australasia’s (POA) Executive Director Ricki Hersburgh and Education Coor-
dinator Helen Steinberg, and Councillor John Watson to launch the POA Education Program. Thanks to fund-
ing from the Two Cities One Community initiative, Ricki and Helen were busy showing students how to con-
duct their own waste audit using rubbish from across the school grounds and sorting it into groups. Our pro-
gram is unique and the only one of its kind in Australia and New Zealand, where a secondary school is com-

bined with a Primary school to inspire each other and work together to find solutions towards reducing plas-
tic across the two schools and the community. 

 

Ricki Hersburgh was so pleased by the enthusiasm of students. “You can see already how excited the stu-
dents and staff are to be on this journey,” said Ms Hersburgh. “They were so full of questions and shocked at 

the volume of waste that is in our waterways and oceans – the reality that plastic never goes away.” 

Through the education program that includes challenges, surveys and waste audits, created in a fun and en-
gaging way to change the daily habits of all of us, the program hopes to empower students to drive change 
across the community and ensure our oceans are healthy for their futures! To find out more about POA, go 

to www.plasticoceans.org.au 



Breakfast Packs 

Anyone requiring a breakfast pack there are still a couple available. Please see Mrs Potter 
for details. 

Canteen 

Canteen will run the same as last year, on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday at lunch 

time for snacks. A slushy or shaky shake cost $2 everything else is less than this price. We 

have wonderful year 6 canteen helpers working in the canteen and I commend students 

who are already showing fantastic manners when lining up and waiting their turn.  

Wellbeing 

Report 

Term 1 Fundraiser 

This term the SLC will be running a casual day  

Thursday 1st April 

$2:00 donations going towards new books for our School Resource Centre.  

SLC News 

Last week Deacon Martinelli-Walsh and Haley Waite presented assembly. Our next assembly is on Monday 15th March.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SLC 

News Casual Clothes Day  



 

 

 

 

In the last couple of weeks, as part of our Respectful Relationships curriculum we have been learning about Re-

silience and Growth Mindset. 

At Wodonga West Primary School we believe in the importance of developing a growth mindset in all our stu-

dents.  

The process of learning presents many challenges. Teaching our students to have a positive attitude and believ-

ing that they can get smarter and learn anything, helps them understand that  

failing is just a step towards success.  

Our teaching of growth mindset emphasises the importance of perseverance, effort and resilience in order to be 

a learner. We discuss the plasticity of the brain (ability of our brain to make connections) and how having a 

growth mindset causes our brains to grow, by making many synapsis (connections). We explore the different 

outcomes that a person with a growth mindset versus a person with a fixed mindset might achieve. 

We believe students can start developing their growth mindset from a very early age. Therefore, teach this con-

cept throughout the school from Foundation to Year 6.  

At home you can also help your children develop a growth mindset by encouraging them to try new games, sup-

porting them to learn new things, and teaching them the power of positive self-talk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samuel from F/1D 

identifies that he 

can ride a bike but 

can’t yet  play very 

well with the ball. 

He knows he just 

needs to practise 

more. 

3/4A Co-constructed and 

Anchor Chart showing the 

difference between 

Growth Mindset and Fixed 

Mindset and the effects of 

each mindset on the brain 

and a person’s feelings 

Mercedes from FA knows 

the growth mindset self –

talk that she can use to 

help her learn. She also 

shows how happy posi-

tive self-talk makes her 

Eliza from 5/6P 

classified state-

ments into Growth 

Mindset and Fixed 

Mindset. 



Topic 4 – National Day against bullying.  

Next week is our national week against bulling. Here at Wodonga West Children’s Centre 
we take any reports of bullying seriously and act on these reports straight away.  
Parents and other carers have a key role in preventing and responding to bullying. 
It is important to learn what bullying is and what it is not. This is the first step in talking 
about how to prevent or respond to bullying with your child. 'Bullying' is a word that is 
used for lots of things that are not actually bullying. These other behaviours may be just 
as serious, but may require different responses. 
The national definition of bullying is 
‘ Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in relationships through repeat-

ed verbal, physical and/or social behaviour that intends to cause physical, social and/or psychological harm. It can in-
volve an individual or a group misusing their power, or perceived power, over one or more persons who feel unable to 
stop it from happening. 
Bullying can happen in person or online, via various digital platforms and devices and it can be obvious (overt) or hidden 
(covert). Bullying behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time (for example, through sharing of 
digital records). 
Bullying of any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term effects on those involved, including 
bystanders. Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether in person or online, are not defined as bully-
ing. 
Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include: 

mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance) 
not liking someone or a single act of social rejection 
one-off acts of meanness or spite 
isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence. 

 
However, these conflicts still need to be addressed and resolved.  
 
Likewise not all online issues are bullying. (Online bullying is sometimes referred to as cyberbullying and refers to bullying 
that is carried out through information and communication technologies.) 
 
If your child reports that bullying is occurring at school, or the bullying involves students from the school outside of 
school, you should us know the situation as soon as possible so steps can be put into place immediately to stop the issue 
from continuing. 
For further information or support for you and your child please go to https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/support-and-advice/
for-families 
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https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/support-and-advice/for-families
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/support-and-advice/for-families


Do you hold a concession card? 
If you hold an eligible Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card you are able to bring this in and complete an 

application for CSEF funding which is an amount of money that helps families cover the cost of some of the user pay items 

on your charges list. This includes sports levy, swimming, cultural events, excursions and camps. 

 

 We are gratefully accepting donations of 

assorted clean jars to use in our Stephanie 

Alexander Kitchen Garden program.  



The kinder children have been cooking fruit Kebabs with Mrs Hillas.  Mrs Hillas showed 

us a selection of fresh fruits which the children could use make our own Kebabs.  The 

children were able to select their own fruit for their kebab.  Cookie cutters were used 

to make fun shapes out of the apple, watermelon and rockmelon slices.  The children 

were so pleased with their fruit kebabs with some children eating them immediately 

and others saving them for afternoon tea. Fruit Kebabs are a great fun way to encour-

age the children to eat a healthy snack We encourage you to all try making fruit kebabs 

at home. You might just be surprised at how much fruit your children eat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note due to current capacity regulations we ask that families with Wodonga West Primary student       

siblings  do not bring them into Kinder during morning drop off.  

We would also like to thank families for their recycling efforts in collecting bread tags and bottle tops. The bread 

tag initiative is continuing this year. However, the bottle tops collection has now ceased.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinder 

News 
assorted clean jars to use in our Stephanie 



    





REMINDERS 

Students must wear a broad brimmed hat at school in Term 1. If you do not have a 

broad brimmed hat please see the office  to purchase one for $15.00. 

Payments for the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program in Term 1 are now 

overdue.  Your child cannot participate until payment is made. 

Wearing a helmet is compulsory when riding a bike or 

scooter. 

“NO HELMET NO RIDE” 

Please remember that the school carpark is for the vehicles of staff, authorised parents/

visitors and Disabled Permit holders only. This is not a drop off/pick up zone. 

Our school uses Compass School Manager for ALL communication. If you require  log in 

details, assistance or have any questions relating to Compass please see office staff. 

If you use Facebook please like and follow our page to receive our updates and reminders 


