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Enrolments are welcome for all year levels, including Kinder for 2022
Be Safe

Be Respectful

Be A Learner

Principal's Message
Dear Parents/Carers,
Winter Uniforms
With the sudden blast of Winter temperatures hitting us this week, could I please remind
everyone to ensure you have clearly labelled your child’s school uniform with their name. During
the day, students will often remove their tops and they get left around the school. We find it
very difficult to get lost property to its rightful owner without being labelled. Uniforms are not
cheap, so we appreciate the fact that you do not want to lose them. A reminder that students
may wear a dark green beanie to keep their heads warm during Winter if they wish as part of our
uniform.
Reconciliation Day
Our school held a small ceremony to acknowledge Reconciliation Day on Tuesday. This involved
the sharing of an Indigenous book with everyone by our KESO and a discussion of the purpose
of the day. All students in the Kindergarten and school were treated to a free sausage in bread,
as well as a tasting of Kangaroo Sausages (which were very popular).

I need to thank three members of our PFF who ordered and collected the food, attended the
school and prepared all the sausages in bread – a big task to have them all ready by lunchtime.
Those three helpers were Chandra Burns, Trish O’Brien and Rachel Jacob. This would not have
happened without the help from these amazing ladies. We desperately need to have more
parental help if we are to continue offering these treats for our students. It cannot just be left to
three people as they will ‘burn out’ and our students will miss out. I am asking any of you to
please come forward and help our PFF when they are doing so much for the school’s students
with so little help from our families.
Student Reports and Student Led Conferences
Student reports will go out on Compass next Wednesday so keep an eye out. Our Teachers
have put a lot of their own time into providing you with these and it is important that you read
them before Student Led Conferences that will happen next Thursday and Friday. I am hoping
you have all gone into Compass and booked a suitable time to meet with your children’s
teachers. These are 15 minute time slots. The school will allocate all families who do not book
a time slot on Compass with an interview time as it is an expectation that all families attend
these Student Led Conferences. It is a great opportunity to discuss your child’s progress, ask
questions and to get feedback on how they are coping at school. These will be held on
Thursday after school from 4 – 6 pm, and on Friday 10th which is a Pupil Free Day. Students
are asked to attend these meetings with their parent/carer.
Staffing Shortages
We continue to have numerous staff (both teachers and ES ) off work due to a variety of
illnesses. There is also a severe shortage of Casual Relief Teachers to call on to replace staff
when absent. This has resulted in many classes needing to be split and sent to other
classrooms across the school, which is not ideal. This is happening in all schools at the
moment and it is likely to get even worse during the Winter months. This also puts extra strain
on our staff who are very exhausted by accommodating all the changes that we need to make
with Specialist classes etc. There is little we can do to rectify this, but I am hoping our families
will understand the strain we are under at the moment with lots of staff being ill and very few
replacement staff.

Farewell to Grace Sanders
We would like to wish Grace Sanders,
who works in our Kindergarten, all the
very best in her new role in Albury. Grace
has been a vibrant and fun member of the
Kinder team and we will certainly miss
her enthusiasm and happy disposition.
Grace has worked very hard and been a
committed staff member.
Best of luck for the future, Grace, and
make sure you keep in touch with us all.

Autumn Working Bee
Thank you to the following people who
attended our Working Bee on Saturday
21st May. Unfortunately we had no
parents/carers attend. Many thanks to
our staff and their families for being there
- it was great to achieve so many things
that made our school grounds even more
beautiful.
Jocelyn Owen
Phil Manns
Kaitlyn Platt
Lachlan Thompson
Kylie Whitsed

Regards,
Jocelyn Owen
Principal

Gemma Whitsed
Suzanne Jacob
Justin Matthias
Juliette Matthias
Rachel Jacob

Important Dates
3 Jun

Upper Hume Cross Country

9 Jun

4-6pm Student led
conferences

10 Jun

Pupil Free Day - Student led
conferences

13 Jun

Pubic Holiday - Queen's
Birthday

17 Jun

Party Pies & Sausage Rolls
fundraiser

24 Jun

Last Day of Term 2 2.30pm pick up

11 Jul

First Day of Term 3

Wellbeing
Report

If you require a FREE breakfast pack,

please see Mrs Potter

Child Safe Standards Newsletter Article 2
Child Safe Standards Update
As previously mentioned, the Victorian Government has announced new Child Safe
Standards to further strengthen child safety across organisations, including schools.
The new standards recognise the critical importance of families and the broader
school community in maintaining and promoting child safety and wellbeing.
The Wodonga Federation of Government Schools (of which we are a member
school) has reviewed and updated our Federation child safety policies and
procedures to ensure they meet the requirements of the new standards. These are
available to view here.
We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and
wellbeing and welcome feedback from families and members of our school
community on ways we can further strengthen our child safety policies, procedures
and practices.
If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please contact the principal or
email eo@wodonga.vic.edu.au

Plastics Police Update

The new Plastics Police team for this year have organised a
new recycling program.
When you run out of toothpaste, the tube cannot normally be
recycled, so a company called Terracycle has found a way to
recycle them.
They can be made into bags, household items like bins and
containers, and even playgrounds and park benches.
We are going to place a special box in the office, so if you
could please bring in any empty toothpaste tubes, old
toothbrushes and dental floss containers, you can put them
into the box and they will be taken away to the recycling
facility
Thank you.

PFF FUNDRAISER Term 2
Party Pies and Party Sausage Rolls Friday 17th June!
(Thursday 16th for Kinder)
Order notes and payment envelopes have already gone home
with students. Please contact the office if you need another.
Please return payment and notes by Tuesday 14th June

PFF FUND RAISER
Billy G's Gourmet Cookie & Biscuit Dough!!
Jump online at australianfundraising.com.au, purchase
your favourite yummy cookie dough and raise some money
for our school!

If you need help with ordering
your cookie dough please
contact the office

Developing Healthy Habits
Our ever increasing busy lifestyles can be hard on our family’s health. Rushing to and from
school and work can make it hard to find time to be physically active. We can also slip
into the habit of choosing unhealthy snacks and take-away foods or spending our free
time watching TV or in front of the computer.
However, these choices can be dangerous for our health and our children’s health – both
now and in the long-term. That’s why it’s so important to stop, take stock and make a
conscious decision to follow a healthy lifestyle. There are five simple ways for your family
to lead a healthy lifestyle and get back on track:
1. Get active each day
Regular physical activity is important for the healthy growth, development and well-being
of children and young people.
They should get at least 60 minutes of physical activity every day, including vigorous
activities that make them ‘huff and puff’. Include activities that strengthen muscles
and bones on at least 3 days of the week.
Parents should be good role models and have a positive attitude to being active.
2. Choose water as a drink
Water is the best way to quench your thirst – and it doesn’t come with the added
sugar found in fruit juices, soft drinks and other sweetened drinks.
Reduced fat milk for children over two is a nutritious drink and a great source of
calcium.
Give kids whole fruit to eat, rather than offering fruit juices that have a lot of sugar.
3. Eat more fruit and vegetables
Eating fruit and vegetables every day helps children grow and develop, boosts their
vitality and can reduce the risk of many chronic diseases.
Aim to eat two serves of fruit and five serves of vegetables every day.
Have fresh fruit available as a convenient snack and try to include fruit and vegies in
every meal.
4. Switch off the screen and get active
Sedentary or ‘still’ time spent watching TV, surfing online or playing computer games
is linked to kids becoming overweight or obese.
Children and young people should spend no more than two hours a day on ‘small
screen’ entertainment. Break up long periods of use as often as possible.
Plan a range of active indoor and outdoor games or activities for your children, as
alternatives to watching TV or playing on the computer.
5. Eat fewer snacks and select healthier alternatives
Healthy snacks help children and young people meet their daily nutritional needs.
Snacks based on fruit and vegetables, reduced fat dairy products and whole grains
are the healthiest choices.
Avoid snacks that are high in sugar or saturated fats – such as chips, cakes and
chocolate – which can cause children to put on excess weight
Sourced from: www.healthykids.nsw.gov.au

Kinder
News
We celebrated Reconciliation Week in the kinder on Tuesday 31st May by the children dressing
up in the Aboriginal flag colours. Judy Kirby, our KESO (Koorie Engagement Support Officer)
came into the kinder to share some Aboriginal facts and craft with us. Judy showed the kinder
children various artefacts and what they were used for. The children were able to touch an emu
egg and were told a story about how Aboriginal people used an emu caller to call the Emu away
from their nests so they could get their eggs to eat. The children then made their own Emu
Caller.

After these activities the kinder children joined the Primary School students in a special
Reconciliation Week Assembly. Judy taught the children the meaning and some actions for the
colours of the Aboriginal Flag. Black is for the people, Red is for the land, Yellow is for the sun.
This was followed by Judy reading the
whole school and kinder the story
Somebody's Land: Welcome to Our
Country by Adam Goodes and Ellie Laing.
Following this the children had the
opportunity to try some kangaroo meat,
before enjoying a sausage in bread.

Reconciliation Week Art Work

Sport
News

Division Cross Country

Congratulations to the following students for qualifying for the Upper Hume Division
Cross Country this Friday.
Although it is not meant to be the nicest of conditions, it will hopefully go ahead, so
please read the information note carefully and come prepared. We wish you all the very
best and maybe the cold will mean you run even faster than the last Cross Country!
Jamari DOUGHTY,
Holly WAITE,
Mackenzie JACKSON,
Jordan CONSTABLE,
Jarrah VALENTINE,
Henry DE RUITER
Jake GOLIN
Caeleb GUTHRIDGE

Kynan HOLLOWAY
Willow BARBER
Lawrence PORTSMOUTH
Hayden TRAVERS
Gabriel OHSAN
Jack PILFOT
Jayden WAITE
Keiran GUTHRIDGE

