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Enrolments are welcome for all year levels, including Kinder for 2023
Be Safe
Dear Parents / Carers,

Be Respectful

Be A Learner

Principal's Message

This Friday all of our Years 3-6 students will be competing at our School Athletics Carnival at
the Athletics track, Alexandra Park in Albury (Weather Permitting). Mrs MacDonald has planned
an exciting day of activities for all age groups to participate in including, Hurdles, Long Jump,
High Jump, Discuss, Track Running events and Shot Put. We would like to acknowledge all the
efforts of the teachers that go into organising a sports carnival and thank them for their time and
efforts, In particular Mrs MacDonald. We would also like to thank Wodonga Senior Secondary
College for the helpers who will be supporting teachers run events on the day. This event is
open to parents and carers so if you would like to attend as a spectator the sessions will begin
at 10am and conclude at 2.30pm. If rain interrupts this event, the decision to postpone will be
made on Friday morning by 8.00am and we will communicate this to families on Compass and
Class dojo. The backup day for the event will then be held next Thursday.
Houses Cultural Events
Next week all house groups will be participating in cultural events to celebrate and explore our
First Nations Culture. On Friday all house groups will have opportunities to explore one of the
following activities artworks, games or story telling practices of our First Nations Culture. We
welcome any families who wish to join in and share their culture with the children as part of
these events. If you are able to help please make contact with Melissa Potter to discuss times
and how you can be of assistance to the house groups.
Sausage Sizzle
Next Thursday 18th August the PFF will be hosting a sausage sizzle fundraiser for the school.
Order forms have been sent home and the last day for orders to come in are on Tuesday morning
(16th August). If the Athletics Carnival is postponed until next week the sausage sizzle for the
school will be adjusted to the next day. Thankyou to all our volunteers for this event however
the more hands we have the easier this event is to run. If you are able to help with preparing or
serving on the day please leave your name at the office so we can pass this on to the PFF
committee.

2023 enrolments
The school is busy preparing and gathering enrolments for 2023 for both the Foundation
grades and for our 3 & 4yr old Kinder Program. Next year both 3 & 4 yr old’s will have access
to the free Kindergarten program funded by the government. It is important that enrolment
forms for both the 3 & 4 yr old kinder program are returned to the school as soon as possible
as places are filling up fast. The staffing and days for your child’s program will be confirmed
directly with families in term 4.
If your child will be beginning in Foundation in 2023 please make sure you return your
enrolment forms to the school ASAP. These will be coming home via kinder this week and
next, or can be collected from the office. If you know of any friends or family who have not
enrolled their child in school please encourage them to contact the school to book a tour and
collect an enrolment form. Foundation children who have confirmed enrolments with the
school will have access to 4 days of transition starting in November. The details of this will be
sent out to families by post in the first week of October.
Regards,
Britt Hartley
Acting Principal

Sausage Sizzle notes
due Tuesday 16th Aug!
Important Dates
12 Aug

Athletics Carnival
No lunch orders available

18 Aug

Sausage Sizzle PFF Fundraiser

23 Aug

Book Week dress up day

5 - 7 Sep High Country Camp Years 5-6
8 - 9 Sep High Country Camp Years 3-4

WELCOME LOTTIE!
Meet Lottie, our new special friend at school.
Lottie is a 5 month old Labradoodle. Lottie has been visiting the school over the past month and
has been trying out if she would like to be a wellbeing dog for our school. At this stage Lottie
has been getting to know how school works and to feel comfortable in the environment. She has
been spending lots of time in the office with the adults, library and visiting classrooms for a sniff
to work out if she feels comfortable here at our school. Lottie loves to play ball and loves to
chase it when thrown for her. She is very clever and has learned lots of new skills very quickly –
including shaking hands. Romy Casey is Lottie’s owner and will be bringing her on a Wednesday
and a Friday for the rest of the year to visit with us.
Please remember when you see Lottie out in the playground to follow our 3 school expectations
1. We say hello to the person, not the dog
2. We give lots of space when we pass the dog
3. We keep moving, we don’t stand around and stare.
It will be Lottie’s decision at the end of the year if she wants to become our Wellbeing dog and
if she feels comfortable and happy here at school.
If you have a dog that comes with you to school drop off or pick up we ask that you please make
sure you wait outside of school grounds now Lottie is working in our school.

Wellbeing
Report

If you require a FREE breakfast pack,

please see Mrs Potter

A letter from the Plastics Police
Dear Parents and Carers
We have a program so what you have to do is bring used
tooth brushes and tooth pastes tubes as well. If it is an
electric tooth brush take out the bottom electric bit. This
program will go on for a long time and all of this is going to
be recycled into new playground equipment and outside and
inside furntiure. This program is from Terrracycle. Please
try to bring these items. It will help out the world
community. And you will be part of the solution not the
pollution.
Plastics Police.

Parents, carers, schools, and community all play an important role in protecting children
and young people from, and educating them about, the harmful effects of smoking and
vaping. *Research from the Royal Children’s Hospital shows many parents and carers
are not aware of the harmful effects or how their views about smoking and vaping can
impact the likelihood of a young person taking up smoking or vaping.
The Department of Education and Training has collated *resources to help you learn
more about the health risks of smoking and vaping, and some suggestions about how to
talk to your child about vaping, and where to get support.
This includes a *video from experts at the Royal Children’s Hospital Melbourne with tips
for parents for starting a conversation with teenagers about vaping.

https://www.rchpoll.org.au/polls/e-cigarettes-vaping-and-teens-do-parents-know-the-dangers/
https://www.vic.gov.au/smoking-and-vaping-advice-parents
https://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/fact_sheets/E-cigarettes_and_teens/
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Kinder
News
The kindergarten children have been learning about oral health and ways which we can look after
our teeth. We joined the foundation class in the Library for our special Carevan Foundation Sun
Smiles Oral Health presentation by Cathryn Carboon. Cathryn presented a reading of her book
“Who is the Tooth Fairy’s best friend?” and invited some of the children up to help her dramatise
the story. To follow up with this we received a visit from oral health therapists from Albury
Wodonga Dental Health service. The therapist read a book to the children and as a class
discussed everyday foods which we can eat and sometimes foods to limit which will help keep
our teeth healthy. The therapists also demonstrated the correct way to clean our teeth. The
children then had turns cleaning Brushy’s (puppet) teeth. After the presentation the children had
an individual dental check-up with the therapists. The children were all very brave with their
checks and they enjoyed hearing how many teeth they all had.

We also celebrated Aboriginal Torres Strait Islanders Children’s Day with a visit from Malia who
works for The Victorian Aboriginal Child Care Agency (VACCA). VACCA is a state-wide
Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisation servicing children, young people, families and
community members. Malia read us an Aboriginal Story and answered all of our questions. All
children also received a special Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day Tote bag
containing a copy of the book as well as some animal cut out cards, colouring sheets and pencils.

Oral Health Dress
Up Day!

Science
News

Science News

Each year Australia celebrates national Science Week with a huge variety of
events and activities and this year is no exception. Online activities for this
year’s Science week can be accessed by visiting the National Science week
website at https://www.scienceweek.net.au/
Here at Wodonga West Children’s Centre we will be holding hands on
lunchtime activities.

Lunchtime Science
Year 3-6 Thursday 18th August
Year F-2 Friday 19th August
All Students Welcome!

Activities will include: Bee Bot Robots, Spero Robots,
chemical reactions and dinosaur play.

Dreaming with
Eyes Open
Children's Book Council of
Australia's Book Week
Week 7, 20th – 26th August, is Book Week!
This year, on Tuesday 23rd August, we will be celebrating
Book Week. You can share your favourite book, dress-up as
either your favourite book character or as a curious
creature you have created yourself from your imagination!
There will be book prizes for the best dressed from each
class, as well as for our lovely Kinder students, and a special
‘guess what book staff are dressed up as’ sheet with a book
prize for the closest junior and senior student guesses!
Our parade will be in the morning after roll call at 9:15am in
the gym.
Book prizes will be presented at the next assembly.

EAL NEWS
Last fortnight we shared a reply letter that we received from the Save the Bilby Fund in
response to our many questions we had about Bilbys! Please have a read below of our
letters that we sent.

Book Bags
Available for purchase in the
front office $10 each.

A great addition for students
from Kinder all the way
through to the end of
Primary School.
Book bags are perfect for
keeping books and
documents safe in backpacks
and is recommended for
borrowing library books from
the school library.

