
Dear Parents / Carers,

As this is the last Linkletter for 2022, I would like to thank our school community for your
support and engagement with the School and Kindergarten. It has been a pretty ‘full on’ year
for us all, there is always something on the go, so thanks for your contributions you make as
parents. We always make decisions on what is best for the students and keep them at the
centre. 

As our enrolments are growing, we will need to operate with eleven classrooms in 2023. We
will also be operating the Kindergarten for three days (Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday).
There are some limited spaces left in the Kindergarten for 3 and 4 year old's offering 15 hours
of FREE Kindergarten over 2 of the 3 days. 

Book Packs for 2023
Student Book Packs for 2023 will be available to purchase on Friday 27th January in our Gym
during the following hours; 9.30 – 11.30 and 1.30 – 3.30. Book Packs are $60 per student
which contain their stationery items for the year. Payment can be made by cash or EFTPOS.

Return to School Date
All students will begin school on Monday 30th January 2023. During the month of February,
Foundation students will not come to school on Wednesdays, unless they have their
assessment interview time with their teacher which takes about one hour. 

December Student Reports
Student End of year Reports were sent out on Compass yesterday. Please ensure you open
these and have a read as they will inform you of your child’s progress. It is important you
discuss the content of these with your child also and provide them with your praise. A lot of
time and effort goes into preparing them, and I would like to congratulate our teaching
staff for doing a great job. 
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Last Day of School / Student Learning Awards 
This year students last day of school is Monday 19th December and school finishes at 3.30pm
on that day. On this day, we will hold a final whole school assembly in our Gym from 2.45 –
3.30pm. This assembly will be to hand out Student Learning Awards and to say farewell to our
year 6 students who are heading off to Secondary School. Parents/Carers are welcome to
attend – just like our usual assemblies on alternate Monday mornings. All students will be
dismissed from the Gym at 3.30pm.

Active Schools Grant
We received some exciting news that we were successful in securing a $30,000 Active
Schools Grant for 2023 to re-do our footy oval and improve the drainage. This will involve re-
shaping and sloping as well as new sprinkler systems (operated from our bore) then sowing
the proper grass. Whilst this work is being done, there will be no access to the oval, but we
are lucky to have the soccer field and other vast spaces for students to use. Well done Mrs
MacDonald, our physical education teacher, for completing the application for the grant.

Graduation Ceremonies
This week we have held both the Year six Graduation Ceremony at Wodonga Senior
Secondary School, as well as our 4-year-old Kindergarten Graduation Ceremony in our school
Gym. I was very proud to watch our students transition to the next exciting chapter in their
lives. Thank you to our Year 6 and Kindergarten staff for going to all the effort to make both
these events memorable for both the students and their families. We wish our year 6 students
all the best for Secondary School and the future. We hope to hear great things about your
aspirations and achievements. Please enjoy a few photos of these events.

Student Learning Awards
Next Monday 19th Dec, we will be holding our final assembly in the Gym from 2.45 – 3.30 to
celebrate Student Learning Awards and to farewell our year 6 students. All students will leave
from the gym at 3.30pm. This is the last day of school for students. Our school community is
most welcome to attend. 



Regards,
 
Jocelyn Owen
Principal

Classroom Placements for 2023
Tomorow (Friday) we will be sending home a card which states your child's classroom teacher
for 2023. A lot of time and effort has gone into these placements. Students got to meet our
new staff on their Transition Day last week so will already know their teacher for 2023.

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year. We look forward to working together in
2023, and to families with their last child going off to Secondary School - all the very best for
the future and remember us fondly.

Farewell to Mrs Connors
I would like to announce that Mrs Marissa
Connors, currently a year 4/5 teacher, will be
finishing up with us. Marissa has also been our
Literacy Leader and done an amazing job with
the professional learning for our staff, and led
significant change in our approach to
teaching literacy. 

We have thoroughly loved working with
Marissa as part of the school Leadership Team
and we want to wish her the very best in the
next chapter of her career. Thank you for all
the hard miles you put in and stay in touch! 

  

 
  
                      
  19 Dec        Final Assembly and awards 
                       ceremony 2.45pm-3.30pm

  19 Dec        Last day of Term 4 for students. 
                       Finish at 3.30pm - Casual Clothes

  27 Jan         Book pack order day (Gym)
  
  30 Jan         First day of Term 1, 2023

    1  Feb       No Foundation students today
  

  
  

Important Dates

Monday 19th Dec
Casual Clothes Day

No cost!



Book Bags for 2023

Available from the front office $10 each.

A great addition for students
from Kinder all the way through
to the end of Primary School. 

Book bags are perfect for
keeping books and documents
safe in backpacks and is
recommended for borrowing
library books from the school
library.

PUPIL FREE DAYS FOR 2023

The scheduled pupil free days for 2023 are shown as below. 

Friday 27 January 2023

Monday 24 April 2023 - School professional development day

Friday 16 June 2023 - Student led conferences

Friday 28 July 2023 - Federation Wodonga School Conference



Stranger Danger

Tell your child not to listen to or be near a stranger–rather to move away or back
inside.

Tell your child to never ever go with a stranger–no matter what the stranger says.

Share a code word with your child that is easy for them to remember and assure them
that only a trusted adult will know the code word that you both share.

Tell your child that strangers may make up sad stories, like looking for a lost pet,
needing help with a sick child, or needing directions.

Tell your child that strangers may offer treats, gifts or lollies for ‘helping’.

Have your child make sure an adult they trust knows where they are at all times

Encourage your child if they have to walk by themselves somewhere to walk near
busier roads/streets

If ever frightened tell your child to go into a ‘safe place’ like a shop, police station or
school and NEVER get into a car with someone they don’t know.

We've all encountered the child at the playground, or in the supermarket, who won't
respond to a friendly comment or question, no matter how innocent its intent. We can
only assume that her well-meaning parents instilled in her a fear of strangers in their
attempt to protect her. Although actual incidents of abductions and overtures from
strangers are statistically rare, it's natural for parents to want their children to feel safe,
secure, and cared for, so headlines about missing children strike fear in their hearts. The
dilemma is this: How can we educate children to be alert to possible dangers and at the
same time encourage them to feel safe and confident in exploring their world? 

The aim is to teach children to be safe, to be aware of predatory strangers, and to be self
protective. Teaching protective behaviours or ‘stranger danger’ is a delicate balance of
raising awareness, without unnecessarily alarming children, or paralysing them with fear.
It is equally important to emphasise that the majority of adults are caring, loving and
responsible–not ‘bad people’, to globally fear.

As such, a typical child response that a stranger is a nasty, bad person shows their
immature naivety or lack of understanding. A typical predator will likely be dressed in
friendly clothes, be funny or ingratiating, and more likely nice, enticing, or bearing treats
and offers. A stranger is any person that they do not know. 

What to tell your child about a stranger:



At home, role play certain situations with your child, such as pretending mum is sick
and that a new person needs to take them home.

Role play or practise a variety of strategies or other scenarios.

Try a test in a safe environment at home, such as an unfamiliar friend at the front door
trying to entice them outside to look at a sick, cute rabbit.

Research shows that kids often ‘forget’ after a period of time. Thus a yearly family
refresher course is very worthwhile.

Teach your child never to wander off or go out of sight.

Teach your child to always walk with and stay with friends–to never go alone.

Teach and practice saying NO loudly and repeatedly, if they are unsure.

Teach your child to yell HELP, as loudly and repeatedly as possible, until they are
heard. Predators hate noise and attention.

Teach your child to find a safe adult (a policeman or a mum with a stroller) or a safe
spot (if they are fearful) such as a school, shop or safety sign. However, don’t tell your
child that all uniforms are safe as some predators may be wearing a uniform.

Assure your child that most adults are loving, caring and trustworthy.

Discuss good, safe and friendly people in the world, to avoid fear of all adults.

Remind your child of helpful adults, like firemen, teachers, police, doctors, etc.

Remind your child of ‘good’ adults in their world, who can be trusted.

Protect them from over exposure to graphic news stories.

Practice makes perfect

Having explained ‘stranger danger’ or protective behaviour you might breathe a big sigh
of relief. However, let’s not relax just yet. Research shows that kids often can quote what
mum or dad said very well, but when placed in the situation, they more often still give in.

Active, protective behaviour

A healthy balance



Encourage your child to ‘tell’ if they even think they came across a stranger.

Encourage your child to ‘tell’ if they felt scared, unsure or uncomfortable (‘yucky’ with
any adult).

Affirm that you will be happy and praise them for ‘telling’–that they won’t be in
trouble.

Affirm that you will listen and believe them.

Always know where your children are.

Keep your kids within your sight or supervision.

Be alert to other people around you, but not paranoid.

Be alert to Internet threats–research shows predators are increasingly luring more
mature children through the Internet, such as online, through forums, chat lines, and
message systems.

Always keep young children’s computers within your vision (not in their bedrooms),
and under your supervision.

Install a ‘Net-Nanny’ or Parental Control Software program on your computer.

Teach your child to never ever give out personal or private information.

Be alert to behaviour or interaction, from a relative or friend, that makes you or your
child feel uncomfortable.

Explain to your child, in age appropriate terms, where touching is not okay, such as
touching mouths and areas covered by their swimming costumes.

Be alert to overly ingratiating or endearing behaviour that can lead to separation of
child and parent.

Telling

Basic protective safety for parents

Non stranger danger



Listen openly at any time your child ‘tells’ about feeling uncomfortable or ‘yucky’.

Avoid blaming or being judgmental if your child ‘tells’.

Be alert for a combination of warning signs of potential danger–the greatest indicator
is a change in several behaviours. But be aware that these are only warning signs–
they may indicate other concerns:

a return to bedwetting, nightmares or disturbed sleep
sudden onset of phobias, such as fear of leaving house or fear of dark
increase in anxiety, withdrawal or mood swings at unusual times
any genital bruising, unusual genital discomfort or repetitive urinary tract
infections
torn or missing under garments
unusual aggression and/or violent or explicit drawings
self harming or secretive, inappropriate behaviour
resistance to being left with a previously trusted or liked adult.

Finally, keep ‘danger’ in balance. While being alert and pro-active with protective
behaviours, remember that a child’s world is full of safe, wonderful and positive events.

There are a range of websites that can also be accessed with tips in regard to child
safety. Whilst you will see differing opinions on the use of the term ‘Stranger Danger” the
strategies and tips provided are very similar. 

https://www.mamamia.com.au/stranger-danger-children/

https://www.safety4kids.com.au/safety-zone https://www.kidsmartz.org 

https://www.kidspot.com.au/parenting/real-life/in-thenews/stranger-danger-this-
video-will-make-youquestion-how-safe-your-kids -are/news -story/
eb1a383a91cd0a22cd6e6f99205a54a1

https://www.mamamia.com.au/stranger-danger-children/
https://www.kidsmartz.org/


Kinder
News

After a very busy year, kindergarten has come to an end. We have seen the children blossom
throughout the year as they worked continuously to achieve great outcomes in all areas of their
development. We now say goodbye to 23 children who are moving onto the next level of their
learning journey venturing off to Primary school. We wish them all the very best in their future
learning and know that they will continue to strive to achieve their goals.

I would like to say thank you to the wonderful
Kinder staff, children and their families for a
fabulous year filled with fun and learning. 

Have a safe holiday and we look forward to another
great kinder year in 2023.



YEAR 6
GRADUATION



MYOS
 DISCO



Kindergarten
Enrolments 2023
Limited spots available for 2023
Get in early to secure a position

02 6024 1188

Enrolments 2023

Limited spots available for 2023
Get in early to secure a position

02 6024 1188

Kinder & Foundation

























Netball Victoria and Albury Netball Association are working together to bring Netball Clinics to
Albury this January for any eager netballers out there. These clinics are for all abilities in Netball, if
they are new to netball or have been playing for a while. 

Clinic Details:                                                         Cost $30
Date: Wednesday 18th January 2023
Times & Age Groups:
10am - 12pm - 7-11 year old's 
3pm-5pm - 12-16 year old's 
Via Netball Victoria Website: https://vic.netball.com.au/community-clinics 

We also have a BOYS ONLY clinic happening on this day - This clinic is for any boys interested in learning
more about netball!

Clinic Details:                                                         Cost: Free
Date: Wednesday 18th January 2023
Times & Age Groups:
12:30pm - 2:30pm - 8-16 year old's 
Registration Link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9HkyNDYtiNVANsrw5VmwF4MFfvm4UrVYV6-
pfteg0CMwPHw/viewform?usp=sf_link


