
Dear Parents / Caregivers,

LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY
A reminder that next Monday 13th March is a
public holiday in Victoria for Labour Day,
therefore, there is no school on Monday. Enjoy
the day off!

NAPLAN TESTING
Next week our year 3 and 5 students will do a
series of online tests in Literacy and Numeracy
as part of the National Assessments Program of
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). These tests
are completed every year for students in years 3,
5, 7 and 9 in all states and territories across the
country. With this data, states are able to
compare how well they have gone, as well as
looking at various cohorts of students and of
course schools and parents are provided with
individual student data. 
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Be Safe Be Respectful Be A Learner

We can also measure the growth students have made from one test to the next, or see areas that
might need more work in the future.

The tests will be across several days at particular times and involve Reading, Writing, Spelling,
Grammar and Mathematics. This year the NAPLAN tests are earlier than usual and will mostly be
done online. Parents will receive a report on how their child went in each area, which comes to
the school for collection. We wish for all our year 3 and 5 students to do their very best. 

School Captains for 2023

Aubrey Cooper & Rhiana Evangelista  

Naplan Week 14-17 March 



WINTER UNIFORMS
Today’s sudden change of cooler weather means that we will all need to make sure we have
Winter uniforms organised, especially a warm windcheater top, as it is only going to start to
become colder. Please ensure that all uniform items are clearly named so they can be returned to
the rightful owner if misplaced.

SCHOOL CAR PARK
Another reminder that the school car park is not to be used for parking or as a drop off or pick up
zone. This policy is in place to protect our students’ safety. Students are never to walk through
the school car park area and must use the 2 entry and exit points only. Only vehicles displaying a
valid Disability Parking sticker may cautiously park in the allocated disability car parks. Anyone
who enters or parks without our permission will be asked to leave as they are not authorised.
Signage states ‘Authorised Vehicles Only’. A huge thank you to all the families who respect this
and do the correct thing, it is greatly appreciated. A reminder also that the Council and Police
often visit schools and can fine motorists for parking in ‘No Standing’ areas such as between the
two entrances to our school car park on Murphy Street. Every day many people park there and
once again it is not legal to do so. 

  

  
  13 Mar          Labour Day Public Holiday

  14 -17 Mar   Naplan Week

   29 Mar         School Cultural Event

   3 - 6 Apr      3/4 Swimming

     6 Apr          Last Day of Term 1
 
   26 Apr          First day of Term 2 (for students)
  

Important Dates

Regards

Jocelyn Owen
Principal



A huge congratulations to our 2023 House Captains who will officially begin their duties as
of next week.

House Captains 2023

Water
Xanthe Buckley
Liam Bunter 

Liam Bunter, Xanthe Buckley, Chelsea Pollard, Louis Van der Zander, Jake Golin and Willow Barber

Earth
Jake Golin
Willow Barber

Fire
Louis Van Der Zanden
Chelsea Pollard



School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors.
Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works while sports
teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum. CSEF
is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting activities.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)

If you hold a health care card or pension card, you may be eligible for CSEF. If you have
had a change in family circumstances or a new family to the school please visit the
school office to obtain a CSEF application form.

MORE INFORMATION
For more information about CSEF visit:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

Please check the updated canteen prices for
2023 when doing lunch orders. A copy of prices
can be found on the wall above the lunch order
box and at the back of this Link Letter

2023 New Canteen Prices

Keyboard Lessons
If you would like your child to learn the
keyboard, some spots have become available
with our music tutor. Please leave your name
with the office if you are interested.

Spots Available..



Wodonga Middle Years College is opening its doors for their ‘On Show’ event held
on Thursday March 23rd.

This is your opportunity to tour our Huon and Felltimber campuses, explore our
classrooms and specialist facilities to support your Middle Years education from
3.30pm – 5pm.

Then at 7pm, you can join our College Leaders online for our information session
and live Q&A where we’ll be answering your questions.

For further details, please visit: https://www.wmyc.vic.edu.au/our-college/y7-
transition/

 

Year 7 Transition

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wmyc.vic.edu.au%2Four-college%2Fy7-transition%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKellie.Wright2%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ceeffd0141c77428190d808db14b59d49%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638126542525398814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Exa1E%2B3PfAZYiM%2FqKzP0hacNIfp39G%2F9hA8gtSEkNPI%3D&reserved=0


Year 7 Transition Timeline





At school all behaviour is tracked and monitored through our school wide system. The chart
below identifies for all children, families and staff which behaviours are deemed a major or a
minor behaviour. At WWCC we adjust the follow up for each behaviour based on its category.
This may include re teaching the expectation, developing a social story or having a restorative
conversation for minor behaviours.  The school tracks all the incidents in the playground and
classrooms and develops adjustments to our routines and teaching based on patters observed
within the school data over a period of time. This may include teaching additional lessons on the
behaviours in our Matrix or developing whole school routines for students and teachers to follow
e.g. our line up routines currently being taught across the school. 



Wellbeing
Report

please see Mrs Potter

If you require a FREE breakfast pack,

Plastic Bottle Caps
This year at Wodonga West we would like to
run some fun lunch time activities. Please help
us raise some funds for these activities by
collecting plastic bottle caps. There will be a
box set up in Mrs Potter's office where all
bottle cap donations can be dropped off. 

Do you have some concerns around your child’s emotional regulation? If you need support with this,
it may be useful to consider speaking with Parentline 132289 or you can contact the parenting team
at Gateway Health on 0457 279 796.  The Tuning into Kids program at Gateway Health would be
useful also as it looks at:

managing meltdowns                      
tuning in to your children’s emotions to help
manage behaviour
emotion coaching – helping children to
understand and regulate their emotions
problem solving and self-care
the different styles of parenting

 The Tuning into Kids program at Gateway
Health looks at:

 
have stronger, more positive relationships
set rules and limits
manage everyday behaviour problems

This program covers

Gateway Health run a ‘Positive Parenting
Telephone Service (PPTS)’ 1800 880 660, 155
High Street, Wodonga Victoria 3690 . This
service is funded across the Ovens & Murray and
Goulburn Valley areas.  This program provides
parents with a workbook and phone
consultations with a trained Parent Educator
over a 6-10 week period.



In the Garden... SAKG

Students have been working very hard on our new paved path to the chook house. Look how far
we have come! 

Kitchen Fun
The 1/2 classes have been working hard on developing amazing knife and fork skills. After we
cook, we sit down at the tables to enjoy our food. The children are encouraged to try all the food
using their knife and fork. Madisyn, Myles, Harmony and Seth all received a certificate this week
because they all displayed amazing knife and fork skills.

SAKG NEWS



CROSS COUNTRY 
Our School‘s Cross Country will be held on the first Friday of Term 2, on 28th April at Willow Park,
Pearce Street. All students in Years 3 to 6 will participate in a 2km. or 3km. distance, depending
on their age. Races will be held every 15 minutes, starting with the 9/10 year old girls at 1:00pm. 
As we are unlikely to have many Secondary helpers, I am looking for parents who are able to
supervise the course and assist with the finish line. It is very important that we have parent
assistance to enable the day to run smoothly. The main jobs are manning a station around the
course and encouraging our runners as they pass. The afternoon is very short and your assistance
is really appreciated.

*If you can help, please see myself or let the front office know and I will be in touch before the
day. 

YEAR 3/4 SWIMMING 
Just a reminder to all students in Years 3/4, that your new swimming dates are 3rd – 6th April,
due to a shortage of instructors earlier in the term.
As it is a new date, a new permission note was given out and should be returned ASAP, if you
haven’t already done so.

Sports News
SPORT



Kinder
News

In the Kindergarten

The children have been using many different types of small construction building sets and
threading activities. These types of activities are designed to help children strengthen their fine
motor skills. The term fine motor skills, is the coordination of small muscles in the fingers and hands
to make movements. Picking up, positioning and carefully piecing together the construction set
assists the development of these small muscles. These skills are required to enhance a child’s
ability to hold and control a pencil and write fluently. 

The children have also started to form friendships together and increase their interactions with
other children. Many children are constantly using the Zones of Regulation phrases within their
play or when interacting with others. Each day the children are becoming more familiar with these
zones which is helping them to express their needs within the kinder. If you would like more
information about the zones of regulation and how they can be used in the home please ask one of
the kinder educators. 



VISUAL PUZZLES & PROBLEMS!
Hi Everyone,

I was happy to see some people had a go at solving the previous problems. Here are the new
Greg Tang visual problems. The problems will also be up in the library. This is something you
can do as a family or a student can have a go by themselves. The last line of the poem is a clue
so if you want to have a go without the clue stop before reading it. Bring in the record of your
thinking and post it on the board in the library, put your name on the back if you want to. This
will allow discussion of different ways people solved the problem. Happy puzzling!
 

SHOW US YOUR THINKING

F-2 problem



3-6 problem

??



Easter Raffle
Tickets $1 each

Lots of Prizes!

*Prizes are drawn Thursday 6 April 
*Return your tickets by Wednesday 5 April 

*Tickets $1 each
*Any donations to the office by 28th

March





"Brilliant… Sensational… I was constantly thanked for organizing such an 
inspirational performance" - Le Fevre Peninsula PS, SA 

“Students were enraptured. It was a fabulous performance.” - Faith Lutheran 
College Redlands, QLD 
rd

“This is the 3 time we have had 'Wala'. Every time I get asked when they are 
coming back.” - Assumption College, VIC 

"They were awesome" - Geraldton Grammar School, WA 

A dynamic fusion of drumming, dance, percussion and soaring vocal 
harmonies. Three passionate, exuberant and talented performers present 
audiences with an exciting display of Ghanaian culture. 

With 15 hand-made African drums, flutes and stunning costumes, WALA 
engage their audiences in a call and response song, invite them to try out 
different instruments and to join in the dance. Their enthusiasm is utterly 
contagious as they rejoice in the live sounds and rich heritage of their people. 
WALA means “life” in their local language and the perfection of the name 
becomes clear as they explode into their breathtaking celebration of the 
Ghanaian Spirit. 

Performances will be either trio or duo (two OR three performers). Drumming 
or dance workshops are also available with one or more presenters. 

Odai: To see Wala’s spirited lead-vocalist Odai perform is to witness a 
genuine love of expression through song. He has performed as vocalist, 
flute player and percussionist since the age of 8 and won the prestigious 
National Cultural Award in Ghana in 1984. 

Ago: is a vital and awe-inspiring master drummer from Nungua in 
Southern Ghana. He describes his music as 'soul food' and it is 
impossible not to be touched by his passion and impressive talent. To 
see him perform is to witness a display of invigorating power and vitality 

Abli: has been playing music for over 20 years, joining local Teshie 
group ‘Gye Nyame’ when he was still in primary school as an 
apprentice to the master drummer! He honed his talent before joining 
the ‘Wassa African Ensemble’ and touring with them to Côte d'Ivoire in 
West Africa, France, and Italy where they featured at festivals in 
Catania and Canicatti. 

When the power of percussion meets dazzling vocal harmony in the dance of life. 



 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS 
FUND (CSEF) 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist 
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s 
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes. 

For more information about CSEF visit: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx 

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great
outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the
world works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership.
All are a part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families 
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration 
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

• $125 for primary school students 

• $225 for secondary school students 

New applicants should contact the school office to 
obtain a CSEF application form or download from the 
website below. 

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last 
year, you do not need to complete an application 
form this year unless there has been a change in 
your family circumstances. 
You only need to complete an application form if any 
of the following changes have occurred: 
• new student enrolments; your child has 
started or changed schools this year. 
• changed family circumstances; such as a 
change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing this year. 
Check with the school office if you are unsure. 

 
MORE INFORMATION 

 
HOW TO APPLY 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx










You can visit carergateway.gov.au
or phone 1800 422 737.

Carer Gateway is the Australian 
Government’s national carer hub 
providing free, short-term supports 
and services for unpaid carers.

Does your child look after a 
family member with disability, a
medical condition, mental
illness or who is frail due to
age? 

Do their caring responsibilities 
affect their wellbeing or ability 
to study, work or socialise? 

If you answered yes to any of 
these questions, Carer Gateway 
can support them.

How do I contact Carer
Gateway? 

What is Carer Gateway?

Summar, carer
to her brother.

Does your child care
for you or a sibling?

http://carergateway.gov.au/









