
Dear Parents / Caregivers,

End of Term 1
The end of term is fast approaching. We finish the term on Thursday 28th March at 2.30pm (note
early finish). The following day is Good Friday. As this will be the last Linkletter for the term, I
would like to wish everyone a safe and restful holiday break, especially if you are travelling. We
return to school after the break on Monday 15th April. In the second week back we have ANZAC
Day public holiday on Thursday 25th April followed by a PUPIL FREE DAY on Friday 26th April.
Theircare will be available for bookings on the pupil free day for those that require it.

Melbourne Flower and Garden Show
We are very excited to be taking 60 students in years 3 and 4 plus 12 staff to the Melbourne
Flower and Garden Show tomorrow. We will be travelling on two buses which will be leaving
promptly at 8am and returning approximately 7pm, so it will be a tiring day for all concerned. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for our students and they will love everything about it. Thank you to
Mrs Hillas, our SAKG specialist, who was able to get us free tickets. This excursion ties in really
nicely with the Rich Task they have been learning about this term. Students will need to bring
their food and drinks for the day (there are plenty of water stations to fill drink bottles at the
event). Please ensure all students are collected on time at 7pm from the school carpark area.
Melbourne’s weather is expected to be perfect at 22 degrees.

School Council AGM / Meeting
A reminder that our School Council Annual General Meeting and normal Council meeting will be
held on TUESDAY 26th March at 5pm in the school staffroom. This will be the first meeting for
some people newly elected to Council.
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Be Safe Be Respectful Be A Learner

2.30pm finish last day of Term 1



School Car Park
The school car park is NOT for picking up or dropping off students before or after school, as it is
a serious safety concern particularly to young students and families. It is also not a drive through!
Parents and Carers are also reminded NOT to walk through the car park area, but to use the red
brick pathway. We have had some close encounters recently. I am constantly monitoring people
who wrongly drive through or park in there, many who keep on doing so after a reminder! It is for
school / kindergarten staff and contractors engaged by the school only, or valid Disability
parking but only if a current and valid Disability sticker is displayed the entire time of parking or
driving in our car park. The speed limit is clearly displayed as 5 km per hour. I refuse to encounter
any further abuse from anyone who is disrespectful or fails to follow our carpark expectations. It
appears that the same people (even after repeated warnings) think it is O.K. to put their own
convenience ahead of or at the expense of our students’ safety. It is my job to enforce the Car
park Policy set by our School Council and I really want to say that I am really impressed with the
vast majority of our parents/carers who always do the right thing. But this needs to be 100% of
our community all the time.

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden
I don’t get to go over to the Kitchen every session, but today I made a special effort to visit. It
was terrific to see all the students eating their meal together along with their teacher and our
awesome volunteers. Today the students in 3 / 4 V made:
Sweetcorn Fritters with crisp sage and herb yoghurt, Silverbeet in olive oil with chickpeas and
currants, and fruit buns. It looked and smelt delicious! Lots of positive comments from the
students around the tables as well as giving the recipes the ‘thumbs up!’ Please enjoy some
photos from this lesson today.



NAPLAN Testing
This week students in years 3 and 5 have been sitting their NAPLAN tests, mostly completed on-
line these days. These are national tests in Literacy and Numeracy. Results will be sent back to
the school and to parents early next term. These results are a guide as to how your child is
travelling compared to other students across the nation and informs the school of any potential
strengths or weaknesses in the curriculum to give greater attention. Well done to our students for
sitting these tests and for doing their best.

Regards,
 
Jocelyn Owen
Principal

   
  21 Mar          WMYC On Show 3.30pm to
                         5.30pm

  22 Mar          Melbourne International Flower 
                        and Garden Excursion 

  25 Mar          School Assembly 9.10am

  26 Mar          School Council Meeting 5pm

  28 Mar          Last Day of Term 1 - 2.30pm 
                         finish - Sports Dress Up $2 

  28 Mar          Last day of Term 1 Kinder - 
                         3pm finish - Sports Dress Up $2

  15 Apr          First day of Term 2

  19 Apr          Cross Country

Important Dates

Breakfast Club
each Mon & Wed

of Term 1
8.30am-8.50am in the

SAKG Kitchen

Harmony Day Display



The P.F.F are holding an Easter Raffle for our school. Tickets are $1 each and have gone
home with all students earlier this week. Tickets and money are due back by 26th March
and prizes will be drawn the last day of Term 1, 28 March 2024

The P.F.F are kindly asking for donations of Easter eggs or Easter gifts that can be used to
make up prizes for this year’s Easter Raffle. Please drop your donations to the front office
before Tuesday 26th March.

Library Book Bags are
available for sale here in
the office. $10 each. 

Perfect for keeping books
safe to and from school

LIBRARY BOOK BAGS

WWCC Easter Raffle

Tickets $1 each,
Drawn 28th March 2024



On Friday 15th March all students and staff participated in four different activities to
celebrate the creation of our fourth house. Captains were voted for and congratulations
go to:
Oliver Willson and Angel Taylor – Earth house
Kate Nguyen and Daniel Ngo – Air house
Olivia Gordon and Xanthe Timms – Fire house
Jarrah Valentine and Xanthe Buckley – Water house 

HOUSES



HOUSES



Parents and other carers have a key role in preventing and responding to bullying.
It is important to learn what bullying is and what it is not. This is the first step in talking
about how to prevent or respond to bullying with your child. 'Bullying' is a word that is used
for lots of things that are not actually bullying. These other behaviours may be just as
serious, but may require different responses.

The national definition of bullying is “Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power
in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social behaviour that intends to
cause physical, social and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group
misusing their power, or perceived power, over one or more persons who feel unable to
stop it from happening.” Bullying can happen in person or online, via various digital
platforms and devices and it can be obvious (overt) or hidden (covert). Bullying behaviour is
repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time (for example, through sharing of
digital records).

Bullying of any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term effects
on those involved, including bystanders. Single incidents and conflict or fights between
equals, whether in person or online, are not defined as bullying.
Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include:

mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance)
not liking someone or a single act of social rejection
one-off acts of meanness or spite
isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence.

However, these conflicts still need to be addressed and resolved. Likewise not all online
issues are bullying. (Online bullying is sometimes referred to as cyberbullying and refers to
bullying that is carried out through information and communication technologies.)

If your child reports that bullying is occurring at school, or the bullying involves students
from the school outside of school, you should let us know the situation as soon as possible
so steps can be put into place immediately to stop the issue from continuing.

If you have any ideas or suggestions as to how as a school, we can better manage this issue
please reach out and we can work together to implement new ideas and strategies. We
also seek feedback on our polices. The Schools Bullying Prevention Policy can be accessed
on the school website and or downloaded from compass under school
documentation/policies. Please contact the school reception to make a time with the
school leadership team to discuss any changes or suggestions you have to our currently
school policy. 

For further information or support for you and your child please go to
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/support-and-advice/for-families

HELPING US STOP BULLYING

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/support-and-advice/for-families




This week in the kitchen and garden the children really enjoyed cooking and eating the Tomato
and Basil Risotto and Eggplant Bruschetta. We also used up the rockmelons, watermelons,
honey dew melons and kiwifruit in a fruit platter with a honey yoghurt dip.

We have lots of cucumbers, zucchinis and eggplants coming out of the garden so we are busy
chopping and putting the produce in the freezer so that it is ready to use next term. We have
also been busy preserving, making some eggplant chutney and kiwifruit and apple jam.

SAKG NEWS 



In the garden we’ve been lucky enough to have some cooler weather so we can actually do
some gardening! The children made some stake teepees so that we can grow the sugar snap
peas and sweet peas. We’ve also planted Egyptian Walking Onions, garlic, leeks, broccoli,
cauliflower, cabbage and lots of flowers for the bees. Speaking of bees, we even had a visit
from a native Blue Banded Bee on Monday which we were all very excited about. There are no
photos of it as they move very fast but we do have a little video in which you can see it flying
around and you can hear its very loud buzz.

SAKG NEWS 

We’ve been very lucky to have Ragan Cicchino (Marlon,
Salvador and Dante’s mum) come into the garden and work her
magic in an area we have not been able to get to yet – the
pumpkin patch and the chook house! We are so lucky to have
her ideas, her time and her skill for a complete transformation of
the chook yard. The chickens (and the children) now have a fairy
tree to explore, a bathtub full of succulents and iris plants and
some pretty amazing decorations on the fences. We know Ragan
has lots more ideas and can’t wait to see what happens next!
Thanks Ragan!

Blue Banded Bee (Amegilla) (aussiebee.com.au)

https://www.aussiebee.com.au/blue-banded-bee-information.html


We have been celebrating Harmony Week 2024, with the theme 'Everyone Belongs'. It's a
celebration that recognises Australia's diversity and brings people together from many different
backgrounds. The colour that represents Harmony Day is Orange. Children had the choice to
wear orange clothes or accessories to Kinder for the week to acknowledge diversity and help
support inclusiveness. The children made orange wrist bands, coloured in Harmony day colouring
pages and created a class poster labelled Everyone Belongs.

Kinder
News

In the Kindergarten

Last Day of Term 1 Kinder        -     Thursday 28th March     -     3pm Pick Up
Sports dress up days for kinder are Wednesday 27th March and Thursday 28th
March.
First Day of Term 2 is Tuesday 16th April

We also read many stories together as a group and had multiple discussions about being
different and how we can include all diversities at kinder.  



CROSS COUNTRY 

Our School’s Cross Country will be held on the first Friday of Term 2, on 19th April at Willow
Park, Pearce Street. All students in Years 3 to 6 will participate in a 2km. or 3km. distance,
depending on their age. 2/3B will also need to attend, but the year 2’s will have a modified
course and return to school early. Races will be held every 15 minutes, starting with the 9/10-
year-old girls at 1:00pm.
 
We are fortunate to have some Secondary helpers, but I am also looking for parents who are
able to supervise the course and assist with the finish line. The main jobs are manning a station
around the course and encouraging our runners as they pass. The afternoon is very short, and
your assistance is really appreciated.

*If you can help, please see myself or let the front office know and I will be in touch before the
day. 

PE NEWS



SLC Fundraiser
The SLC committee have meet and have elected to run a;

Sports Day 
Thursday 28th March

$2.00 donation

Raising Funds for sports equipment in classrooms

Please come dressed in anything sports

SLC NEWS







BREAKFAST
CLUB

EVERY MON & WED

Toasted Sandwiches

All kids welcome

WODONGA WEST CHILDREN’S CENTRE

Will be running on a trial basis Monday and Wednesday mornings of
Term 1. If well attended we will continue for the whole year.

Held in the SAKG Kitchen

Fruit Cups

Primas

8.30-8.50AM
































